
The 1966-67 EVERGREEN is special in many ways. This is

the Centennial year edition of the Yearbook, and through it we

can look back upon our years as a conmunity. The older folks

of Calling Lake have made priceless contributions to the history

section and because of their help, we present an unforgettable

heritage.

This yearrs EVERGREEN is also unique in the amount of time

it took to complete. More hours of work were spent on it than

on any previous edition, and if the amount of work affects

quality, this edition should be the greatestl

Special mention goes to Elizabeth, Linda, Susann and Barbie J.

for their help in duplicating, pasting pictures, and assembling

the pages. It goes without saying that Mrs. Shwaga has again done

more t,han her share of work in every section. As editor, I wish

to express my thanks to the Yearbook staff and to al1 who have

helped.
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Dr. Gruhn and her team discover our history

Department of Anthrotrnlogy
The Unj-versity of Alberta

(l,etter by Dr. Gruhn)

Until- about 101000 years ago, the Calling Lake area \,vas covered with a
thick layer of glacial ice which had come frcxn the northeast. When the ice
melted, the lake was formed. The lal<e was larger than it is ncnv, and the
old beaches are high above its present shore.

Very soon after the ice withdrew, early Indians moved into the area
and settled on the shore of the 1ake. The meager rsnains of their snall
ternporary camps, consisting of scattered stone flakes and tools with char-
coal from their fires, have been found buried in the old beachr sands and
silts at several localities on the east side of the lake. We have 1itt1e
direct evidence of the way of life of these early people; but we may pre-
sume that they depended on hunting, fishing, and gathering of wild plant
foods for their livelihood; and travelled about the countryside throughout
the year in snall fanily groups, using leantos or tipis covered with bark or
skins as shelter.

The tools and weapons of the early Indians show they had important
relations with people farther to the north and northwest. The technological
tradition of nraking blades and microblades, long narrcru flakes of stone,
has been found at other early sites in the Northwest Territories, the Yukon,
Alaska, and in northern Eurasia. This tradition continued for a long time
i-n the Calting Lake area. Certain styles of projectile points, spear points
or dart points, which occur in the Calling Lake sites are also found at pre-
historic fndian campsites on the prairies indicating that the CaIIing Lake
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fnCians iurd contacts r,vith those to the sor-rth.

I'c is pro):ab-le that the Calling Lake area was occupied con'Linuously by
Indian people from the tjme the glacial ice left r-rntil historic times; for
the remains of ttreir camps, stone flakes ancl fraginents of their tools and
weapons are abundant along the east side of the lake. I{owever, scientific
a::cheoloEical excavations to date have been limited; and v,re do not as yet
hal'e "e ccrnpJ-ete record of the f ndian occr-rpation of tl:e area. Withr their
ndq::atory v;ay of life, various groups of Indians have come and qone in the
a::ea thror:ghout. the centuries. Thg rndian people now living heie are not
the direct desce'ndan'i:s of tJre earU-est people. ilislorical records indicate
t-hat the Cree spread into this western part of their territory only several-
cenl.r;ries ago.

.dO*)L.t--- l\,\ty j

Excerpts ,r.o ** Newsletter of the
ARG]EOIOGICAL SOCTETC OF MBEI{I]A
editted and written by Dr. R. Grufui

r.!1 rr-r-..3 b l^J"s

I^iith a g::ant frcrn the National Musetm of Canada, .h. Gruhn ancl Dr.
I3r1'61n of tire tlniversity of Alberta condr-rcted a survelz and exca.raLj_ons
located on the property of li4r.- I(errneth Sutton. T\p east-west trenches were
establi.shed.

Tlie topsoil zone consisted of a Lrrrf of {ihrick grass roots in a rnatrix
of black loam. Excavation procedure wes to cut and peel this turf off in
sti:ips or bl-ocks, then search it for arLifacts. Stone flalces ar,,1 arLifacts
were nuTierous in the Lopsoil zone.

irr j-nterest-i.ng stone teclurology was represented at the Sutton site.
of major significance was the presence of rnr-icroblades, blades, an<l burins.
other gnall tools of uncertaj-n function are represented in the collection
of stone artifacts, -in addition to projectile points, scrapers of various
fontts amd s;izes, kn-Lves, and heavy tools such as choppers and hanrnerstones.

The rar,v materials used v'ere quartzite and chert. A1-1 of the larger
tools and ncst of the small ones (microblades) were macle of quartzite. pre-
linrinarlz examination of the mater-ial indicates that primarl flakes were
struck frcrn snr"all chert pebbles by a bipolar technique,. in which the pebbles
viere probabty he).d on an anvil and str:ucl< with anotlrer stone.

Ttre Suttou site has significantly denonstrated the existence of a sub-
Arctic bl.ade ir:dustry in northern Alberta. The varietlz of projectile points
rvould suggest a consj.derable ti.ine range in occupation.
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PERSO}{I\L \TEv,.*S held" by I4r. Charles t4air (of Lethbridge) in his book
"TI{RCUGI TI{E I\3\CITGT{ZIE BAS]N'',

wiriclr vividly describes the Treat-y Ccn"nrission's journey fron Ertrnonton -
leaving Athabasca LanCinq on June 3, 1899, travelling up river, and re-
turr:-ing liepLen'lber IB, 1899, after the signing of the famous Treaty No. B

l{r:. l4a.ir h,'as a secretary of t}re Half-Breed Scrip Corunission.

"I\'e left Athabasca Landing Jr:ne 3,
wi'th a pa.rty all told of scme 50 souls,
sLari: with""

"Scan'cely any lanquage was spolcen throughout this region other than Cree.
A litLle Engl.ish or French was occasionally heard, l:ut the tong"ue, dcrnestic,
diprlcxnatic, r::ri\,'ersaJ-, was Cree."

- "To go to Peace ltiver - - a region in r,,{rich a prinr-itive people - - lived.
on Natures fcods, and tlrrove on her unfailing harvest of fur. A region in which
they often left their beaver, silver fox and rnarten packs - - lying by the dog--Lrai1, or hanging to scme sheltering tree, because no one stoIe, and - - no one
Iied - - in whose language profanity was unknov,rn, and who had no desire to
leave ttreir congeni-Lal solitudes for any other spot on earth."

r\t Lesser Slave l"al<e, June 20, 1899:

" tr- -' there presentecl itself a body of respectable-looking men, as well-
ri.ressed and evj-dent.Iy guite as independent in their feeJ-ings as any like nunrber
of average pioneers j.n l-he Eas"t. One beheld men with well-washed, unpainted
faces, a.nd ccnd:ed and connn<rn l'rair; men in suits of ordinarlr "store clotlres" and
scrte even wi_tJr "hoil.ed" i.f r,ot laundered shirts."

"The proceedings began with the custcrnary distr.iJrution of tobacco."

Of tr{abasca (Wahpooskow) , Mr. }4air rroted:

"The Rom"en Catholic Mission - - had been establ-ished 3 years before our
conr-ing by the Rev. J. B- Giroux, at Stony Point, near the outlet. of the first
lal<e (i^lahpooskcnv) . "

"The settleinent was then scrne 20 years oId, and nunbered about 60 souls.
Nearl-y 200 Tndians received l"iead money, and all were not paid, and the half-
l:reeds seened cliri-te as mnnerous. "

"girorl tfie r,vhole, we considered this (Wahpooskcxr) an irnriting reg'j-on for any
farmer r,,'ho is not. afraid to t:.ckle the forest. - - htraL could be supplied, horr-
ever, is a wagon-road from Wahpooskcw to Athabasca Landing; irrstead of the
present dog-b:ail, which passes rnany deep ravines, and makes a long detour by
Sandy Lajte" Such a road should pass by the east end of the first Wahpoosko,v
Lake, ilrence to Iiock Isl-ancl La-k€, and on by Calling Lake to the Landing, d dist-
ance of about one hundred nriles. Such a road, r,virilst sav-jng 125 rtriles of travel
by the present route, ivould cut dovne the cost of trarrsportation by fully one-
half. "

1899, in 2 sccnus and a York boat - -
and only 13 available traci.,ers to
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"Matcheese "The Teaser", a noted Indian runner, was dispatched with our
letters to the LandirE, 120 miles up the rj-ver- This Indian, it was said, had
once run frcrn the Landirrg to trdmonton, 95 miles, in a single day, and had been
kncrvm to carry 500 pounds over a trnrtage in one load."

Septonber 14, 1899:

"The Calling niver - "Kitoosepe" - was one of our 5:oints of distribution,
and upon reaching it, we for:nd the river benchres covered with teepees, and a
crowd of halE-breeds frun Calli-ng Lake awaiting us. After tl:e declarations
and scrip palzments were concluded, we took stock of our surroundings - - - rr

"There was an adjunct of the half-breed camp, - namely iuiarie Rose Gladue,
a half sister of the Catherine Bisson we met at Lesser Slave Lake, but who
declared herself to be older than she by five years Frcxn evidence recej-ved
she proved to be very o1d, certainly over a hundred years, and perhaps the old-
est wcrnan in Northern Canada."
(nditor's note: Catherine Bisson was born on New Yearrs Day, 1793, and would have
been 106 years old then. IVarie Rose Gfadue would then have been l-11- years otd.)

"She was born at Lesser Slave Lake, and remenicered the wars of her people
with the Blackfeet, and the "dancing" of captured scalps. She remsnbered the'
buffal-o as plentiful at Calling Lake; that it was then a rnixed countrlz, and that
their supplies j-n those days were brought by way of IsIe a Ia Cross, Beaver
River, and Lac la Biche. - - rr

"Her Cree rrame was Ocherraskunagen - "Having passed many Birthdays". Her
hair was gray and black, - - her cheeks and brcxr a mass of wrinl<les, and her
hands - - not shrivelled, but soft and delicate - - and she could walk without
assistance. After our long talk through an interpreter, she readily consented
to be photographed with me. - - "

at the mouth of

Calling River,

Septernber 14, LB99

"At this point the issue of certificates for scrip practically ended, the
total m,:rnber distributed being 1,843, only 48 of whrich were for Iand."
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"Leaving Calling River before noon, we passed niviere 1a Biche torards
evening. The 17th feII on a Sunday r - - We were eager for letters frcrn hcrne,
and therefore eager to push on."

"The left banl< of the river now exhjbited - - a wilderness swept by fire,
but covered with "ranpikes" and fallen timber. The other side seemed to have
partially escaped destruction. The tracking was good, and we passed the "Twenty
l4ile Rock" before dinner, camping about fifteen miles frcrn the Landing. Next
rnorning, we passed ttrrough a like burnt countq/ on bottr sides, giving the region
a desolate and forlorn lool<, vfi-rich placed it in sinister contrast with the same
river to the north."
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- - between Her Most Gracious l4ajesty the Queen of Great Britain and lreland,

by her Ccnnnissioners the Hon. David Laird, of Winnipeg, Man., Indian Conrnj-ss-
ioner for the said province and the North-West Territories; James Andrew McXenna
of Ottawa, Ont. and the Hon. James Hamilton Ross, of Regina, in the North-West
Territories; of the one part, and the Cree, Beaver, CJripevryzan and other Indians,
inhabitants of the territory within the limits hereinafter defined and described
by their Chiefs and Hea&nen, - of the other part -

- - the said lndians do hereby cede, release, surrender and yield up to the
Goverrrnent of the Dcrninion of Canada, for Her lvlajesty, all their rights, titles,
and privj-leges whatsoever, to the land included -

- - Her Majesty hereby agrees with the said tndians that they sha1l have the
right to pursue tlreir usual vocations of hunting, trapping, and fishing -
except such tracts as may be required or taken up for settlsnent, mining, lunlcer-
ing, trading or other purposes.

- - Her lr{,ajesty agrees to Iay asi-de reserves for such bands as desire
reserves -

- - She hereby agrees to make each chief a present of $32 in cash, to each
Headnr,an $22, and to every other Indian of whatever age, of the families represent-
ed at the time of payment, $l-2.

- - Her it{ajesty also agrees that next year, and anrrually afterwiards for ever,
She will cause to be paid to the said Indians in cash, - - to each Chief $25,
each Hea&nan - - $15, and every other Indian, of whatever age, $5, to be paid
only to the heads of fanrilies for those belonging thereto.

- - Each chief shall receive a silver medal and a suitable flag, and next year,
and every third year thereafter, each Chief and Hea&nan shalI receive a suitable
suit of clothing.

- - Agrees to supply each Chief of a band that selects a Reserve for the use of
that Band, ten axes, five hand-saws, five augers, one grindstone, and the necessary
files and whetstones.

- - trach Band that el-ects to take a reserve and cultivate the soiI, shall, as
soon as it is convenient after such reserve is set aside and settled upon,
receive two hoes, one spade, one scythe and lwo hay forks for every family; -
- for every three families one plcxo and one harrcmr, and to the Chief, for the
use of the Band, two horses and a yoke of oxen, and for each Band potatoes,
barley, oats and wheat, - to plant the land actually broken up, and provisiorrs
for one month in the spring for several years while planting such seeds; to
every family one cow, and every Chief one bul1, and one mo,ving nrachine and one
reaper for the use of his Band when it is ready for them - -

- - for such families as prefer to raise stock, every fam:i-Iy of five persons,
two ccxus, and every Chief, two bulls and two mcx,ving machines when ready for
their use. The aforesaid articles, rnachines and cattle, to be given once for
all for the encouragenent of agriculture and stock raising; and for such Bands
as prefer to continue hunting and fishing, as nmch anrnunition and twine for
making nets annually as will amount in value to one dollar per head of the
families so engaged in hunting and fishing.
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- - The undersigned Cree, Beaver, Chipe4zan, and other Indian Chiefs and Head-
men, - - do hereby solenly prornise and errgage to strictly observe this Treaty - -
- - obey and abide by the law; that ttrey will maintain peace between each other,
and between themselves and other tribes of Indians, and between thsnselves and
others of her }4ajesty's subjects, whether Indians, half-breeds, or whites.

HAL,F'_BFEED CI,AIII4S :

- - Give half-breed settlers living on land 160 acres, if there is rocrn to do
soi but if several are settled close together, the land will be divided between
then fairly as possible. A11, whether settl-ed or not, will be given scrip for
Iand to the value of $240; that is, all born up to the date of signing the
Treaty" They can sell that scripl;they can take, if they like, instead of this
scrip, lands Lrhere they like. After they have located this land, and got their
titIe, they can live on it, or sell part, or the whole of it, as they please,
but they cannot se1l the scrip. They must locate their land, and get their
title before selling.

( co ', *, ..,-.J)

"The Tndians of Wapisccxr and the countrlz thereabouts having met at Wapisccx,v
lake on this fourteenth day of August, in this present year 1899, Her Majesty's
Ccxrrni-ssioner, the Honorable James Harnilton Ross, and having had e>cplained to them
the Terms of the Treaty unto which the Chief and Hea&nen of the Tndians of
l,esser Slave Lake and adjacent country set their hands on the tvrenty-first day
of June in the year herein first above written, do join in the cession made by
the said Treaty and agree to adhere to the Terms thereof in consideration of
the undertakings nade therein.

(signed) J. H. Ross, Treaty Connnissioner
Chief Joseph Kapusekonew, Bigstone
Headmen Joseph Ansey
Headmen lt[icheal Ansey
Hea&nen tr{}rizo Beaver (fouis)
Interpreters Rev. Father A. Laccrnbe

T. M. Clarke
Witnesses A. E. Snyder, Ins., N.S-M.P.

Charles Rile11 Weaver
J. B. Herrri Giroux O.M.I. P.M.
l,turdoch Johnson
C. Fahler O.M.I.
Afo< Kennedy, Interpreter
H. A. Conroy

After the Chief and Headmen were chosen, a ccr^/ was given frcrn the Ccnmis-
sioner to celebrate the occasion. Arirnunition was also given, twine to make
nets, grass srythe blades and handles. A11 were happy. They were all satisfied
with their Chief, who was their leader for approximately 43 years. A few years
before his deattr, he resigned because he was too o1d, but no other Chrief was
elected until after his death.
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DEVEI,OPI\ffiIVT AT CALLING I,AKE FROM SMALL TRADING POST
(frcm: Tm ECIIO, Athabasca, Alta. August 25th, 1955)

Calling Lke, a shi:rn'nering elq)anse of blue water, lies 45 rniles north of
Athabasca. Calling River, the outlet, enters Athabasca 50 rniles below the
town of that name. The settlement, to digni-fy it by that name, today
consists of a few well-built homes, a sunrner resort, school, dance ha}l,
a post office, wireless station and Rcrnan Catholic Church, three trading
stores, and clustering along the shore are countless log shacks, the hcrnes
of the Metis population and an Indian Reserve, consisting of 35 Treaty
Indians of the Bigstone Band. The oldest Treaty Indian is Jean Baptiste
Ganrbler, now 98. The oldest white resident is George McCullough, 86.

Calling Lake is a very old outpost of Athabasca. The first trading post
was established by Revillion Freres in 1910.

The first ccnrnercial fishing was done by the late Jack Pubticover and
pioneer fishermen of nrany northern lakes" The winter-caught frozen white-
fish were hauled across the Athabasca River where a storehouse was erected.
From that point the fish were hauled by freight teams returning emptlz frcm
the Wabasca and Peace River country. Of these early day freighters two
still remain in this area: C" J. R. Iftriteley and f'red Underwood. The many
others have left the old freight trails and crossed the big divide.

There was no railroad so the fish were hauled to E&nonton by freight
teams. Around 1917 a few white settlers moved to this settlement. They
included the late Jacob Crawford, George McKinnon and Gisli O. Gislason.
Shortly after that J. H. Mclntosh, who came from Fort Benton, lutrontana, with
covered wagons, after a couple of winters on ttre northern freight trails
also settled at Calling Lake. Later, N. D. Tanasiuk came in frcrn Pegan, Alta.
and nroved to Rock Isl-and LaJ<e, 35 miles norLh of CaIIing Lake.

These progressive pioneers, after a few years required a school for
their offspring's education. J. H. Mclntosh was sent to interview the
Deputy Minister of Education regarding a school for the settlement. It
might be of interest to many today, vfto live in the Athabasca School Division
to know the best possible deal received at that early date frcm the Depart-
nrent of trducation was that the parents and interested parties could build a
Iog school and equip it and provide $100.00 cash annually towards teacher's
salaries. Then the Departrnent, when the school was completed, would supply
a teacher for five ntontJ-s every sulnnter and pay the teacher's salary.

The school was built and equipped, and a pioneer school inspector, Mr.
LeBlanc, who was a diplcmat who settled school disputes in the early days,
came and found the building satisfactory.

For a m:nrber of years, with Ur. IeBlanc as official trustee, the school
provided very satisfactory results. Among the early teachers was R. A. Hicks,
a medical student frcxn the Alberta University who later served for six years
as medical officer in lta1y, France and Holland during the l-ast war and is now

stationed at Col. Belcher Hospital, Catgary. He often recalls his teaching
terms at Calling Lake, and has visited the area in recent years.



CALLING I,AKE HISTORY (cont'd)

l4r. Hicks doubts very much if there can be found anlmhere in Canada
children to equal the Tanasiuk boys, Nick, William, and Mike, whose parents
lived 35 miles frcxn Calling Lake School. These young boys came and built a
log cabin near the school, and when school was opened attended regularly,
doing their ovrn cooking and washing and each weei<end they went hcme 35 miles,
barefooted, and were back in time for school each Monday morning.

In l9l-9, J. H. Mclntosh went to Edmonton and intenziewed the late l4r.
Catons, then postal superintendent, and was able to get a post office estab-
lished. The arrangements were that J. H. Mclntosh would act as postrnaster
for one year, free of charge, and would carry mail- twice monthly for $15.00
each trip on a temporary agreement. At the end of the year it was decided
to continue the service, and for the past 36 years J. H. Mclntosh has been
postmaster.

In those days ttre road was a crude slashing through the bush and in the
sumer a sea of mud. In 1921, the Provincial Government built a telephone
line to Calling Lake, but maintenance proved to be too costly. Al Hollingshead
found keeping up the line a ful-l time job and the line was sold to J. H.
Mclntosh, who also found cost of upkeep too high and was able to establish
a private cournercial wireless station, CJ 084, which is a useful artery of
ccnnnunj-cation for the settlement. The hook*up is with the Departrnent of
Transport Goverrrnent Telegraph syston. It is also Aj-r-Force observation Post,
H< g- 41.

The white population nunbers at present 60; the Metis 130; the Treaty
Indian, 35.

Calling Lake progressed like other parts of Alberta. Its isolation
and wild loneliness is passed. With a fair road autcrnobiles and trucks kick
up clouds of dust, along its shore motor boats continuously travel its waters.
With weekly mail service and pj-cture shows every Saturday night al1 year.

Calling Lake has been a producer of quality whritefish. However, by
being continuously fished with 5%" nets for over forty years (a net which
catches mostly whitefish) it has allowed the rough fish to increase. They have
done this to the extent that as a whitefish producing lake it may be written
off, unless fur farming, which is becoming quite an industry, is able to utilise
as animal food sufficient of the rough fish to enable the whitefish to increase.

Sunset

on

Calling Lake

9.

,-!t
{"
-

"1ffi



.{$?
G a,"rBl-r R 

1o

{o*"" U

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Baptiste Gambler

The follcx,ving quotations are frcrn
docunents belonging to Mrs. Adeline Gambler:

"Jean Baptiste Gambler and Adelaide
Giroux Mayas were irErrried at Calling Lake
on the 24tfi, of Nov., 1903, by the Rev.
J. B. Giroux, OMl ."

"Adelaide Mayas, daugihter of Jean
Baptiste tr4ayas and Marie Anne Misinisikapaw,
was baptised j-n IB90 at Calling Lake, by
Rev. Giroux.

Sponsors were Frederic Cardinal and
Pelagie Cardinal."

l4rs. Adeline Garni:ler was born at
fsland Lake. She came to live at
Calling Lake over 60 years ago with her
husband, Jean Baptiste Gambler, and thej-r
two children. Peter was less than a year
old then. They came with horses and wagon,
and believe that they were the first
Treaties to settle on Reserve Land. Mr.
Weasel Muchimotaw lived here then, and
many families vftose rurnes l4rs. Gambler
does not remernJ:er.

"Muchmatcw" was Jean Baptiste Gambler's Cree name, and many people kncxr
him as "Safitrny" Gambler. He was a band councillor, who many people prefer to
rsnsnber as "the old chief". The Reserve here was given because I4r. Gambler
asked for it. He cut trees, made a place for a garden, and built a house. Ivlrs.
Gambler believes her husband. was at the signing of ttre Treaty at Wabasca.

In the early times, people got supplies frcrn Athabasca or Moose Lake.
They used pack dogs I or carried supplies on their backs. They noved around
a lot then. They would start off on foot during the hunting season. ltlrs. Ganrbler
remernJ:ers trips where the family travel-Ied to the mountains and on to Wabasca,
hunting as they walked. Their shelter was a teepee which they made from seven
or eight hides sewn together- rn winter, hear4z moosehide rnade the best teepee'
A sr:nrner shelter could be nrade of strips of bark and spruce boughs. They lived
mainly on meat and fish, and picked berries which were often used in perrnican.

To make penmican, you would cut the meat into thin strips, and spread it out
on racks to dry. If it rained, you would have to cover it. Next, you would put
a fire under it to dry i-t more. When it was dry, you would pound it until it
was fine and fluffy. Then you would mix it with boiled, chipped bones, take off
the grease on top, and boil it again to make the water go away. Then you would
nrix it with berries.

When asked how it tasted, l4rs. Gambler replied through an interpreter:
"A1I you taste, is a lot of nourishment."



TTfi GAttsLER I'AMILY (cont'd) 11.

To keep psrmican for a long tlme, you take a birch bark, put scrne
perTrnican in it, cover it up, and seal it with spruce gum. Then put it in
the ground where it will keep for a long tjme.
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1. Joan Baptiste Gambler
2. 1t4rs. Adeline Gambler
3. Anne Gambler
4. Angelic Gan'bler
5. Mary Jane (Piche)
6. l4abel (Francesr wife)
7 . Irvin Ganilcler
B. Girlie Ganrlcler
9. Jj:rmy Ganrlcler

10. Frances Gamlclgr
I1. Johrrrry Gambler

Ivlr. and }4rs. Gambler and some of their family

I4rs. Gambler recalls when they had to go to Wabasca for their Treaty
money. At first, Treaty Day held at Calling Lake was on the Reserve. Later,
it was held at Mclntoshrs, and everyone would get an x-Tay, and scrne would
have their bad teeth pulled. The head of each family could collect the
Treaty money for hj-s cnnm fanily. At the age of 2I, a boy got his orn Treaty
mmber. Besj-des Treaty money, the people would get canvas, blanl<ets, shells
and linen thread. Before they used shells, they got gun shot, powder and
caps" But everyone must get their cx^/n gun. Scrneone who acted as interpreter
would be pa.id five doIlars.

A good many times, people never had tea, and Indian people love tea.
They would dry "muskeg tea" and use it. They very seldom had sugar. There
was no money - people would trade with fur to get food. They would sell
their furs in the winter and get enough supplies, which would be rationed
until sumner. Thre fj-rst store l{rs. Garnbler rqns'nlcers was Mcfntosh's store,
and there were fur buyers before that.

The people liked to smoke. They bought tobacco leaves, and nrixed ttrat
with kinic-kinic. The men, older men and older women smoked ttre corn-cob
pipe. Ladies seldom smoked in those days.

l4rs. Gambler remsnbered that long ago her people wore thre+guarter
length dresses of moosehide or deerhide. They were hand-urade, and sq,sn with
sinsr. On their feet ttrey wore moccasins. They wore jackets of noosehide,
carjJcou or deer hides. They did not have beads to sq,v on their clothes.
The beads they wore around their neck, were bought in a store.

Hcx,v do you maJ<e a dress?
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First, scrape a hide. With a bone, scrape away the bits of flesh.
Rr:lc arease all- over the hide, (bear grease works very well) , and rub it
with the brains of an animal. Put it in water for two to three hours. Dry
it slcnvly over the fire, flapping it slowly for about one and a half to two
hours. Smoke it for several hours, using wood from spruce trees. If you
want it to be darker, snroke it longer. Then measure yourself, cut out your
dress, and sew it together with sins,v.

Vthen asked of the happiest time she rqnenrbered, Mrs. Ganrbler replied
with a chuckle, "When somebody killed a fat moose, and I knew I was goj-ng
to eat, then I was happy."

As told by MRS. CAROLINtr GAI4BLER:

My father was Benjarnin Cardinal, and my nrother's name was Sophie. She
was Peggy Frederick's sister, and Happy Powder was my grandfather. My
father's work was trapping. He did scrne fishing. My father had cattle,
chickens, pigs, and horses. I renrernber when my father had the land where
IvIr. Day built. $z mother died when I was six years old, and I stayed at the
Iulission at Wabasca and went to school. I came frorn the Mission when I was
for:rteen years old.

Vihen Peter Gambler buil-t his first house, he rnade his ovm lunber for
it. It was very hard work for tr,vo men to cut the lundcer by hand wittr a saw.
The roof was of poles with strips of birch bark laid on top. The birch
bark was covered with dirt. The roof did not leal<.
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I4rs. Peggy Frederick is ncxar 84 years oId, and came to Calling Lake
with her husband and five children. She came from Lac La Biche in 1918.
She got here the same day as Mclntosh's. There were a fer people here
already: Sarnry Jacobs, Benjamin Cardinal, John Ganbler, l4r. McKinnin,
Frances Warnigue, and Happy Powder.

When she got here, there were no stores or lnst office. They got all
their needs in Athabasca. They wore long d.resses, Iived in log houses
which werenrt in good shape. After living here ttrree years, there was a
store at the south end, and one at the north end.

*At the left side of the lcnuer left picture are Peggy's mother and
father, Katherine Pcnivder ard Happy Pcx,vder. With them, at the ri-ght, are
I4r. Porder's brother, Paul Powder, and his wife, Christine Powder.

T\^o Pcnvder Families. Friends frcrn Riviere Qui Barre.
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OID TIIIERS OF CAIiLING LAKE--Mrs. Mclntosh, Mrs. Samuelson, and
l4r. Jim McIntosh.

(as told for Graduation, 1963.)

We left Athabasca by team. It took two days to come, so we had to
camp half-way. We reached Calling Lake on the 28th March 1918. We went
right away to the north end of ttre lal<e. We spent winter there in a
shack. We stayed there the follor,virrg winter in a nqr built shack. Then
we moved to the present site and took a homestead; we also started to
buy fish and fur frcm the Indj-ans.

There was no school at all then and not even a settlement, since the
people were scattered along the lake and the bush. Of course, there was
no sawrn-ill, just fishirrg and trapping. Some years later, a few white
farnilies came in. Some Indians had cattle. I4cst of them had small gardens
a1so, and tJrey nrade nost of their clothing. Thej-r life was a happy one,
especially in the faI1, when they would often have tea dances before going
out for the winter trapping.

The priest would come only once a year frcxn Wabasca by dog team. He
would camp here and stay for about a week. There was no church built, and
he would have church in different houses.

The first post office started in 1920. There were only a fs,v letters
j-n the mail. In those days the Indians didn't order any COD's, and got no
nqMslnpers. The mail came once a month for a few years and then twice a

7t,
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month. l4r. Gisli O. Gislason, father of the present rnailman, brought the
mail in, mostly on horsebacl<! We handled the nnil for forty-two years here.

Prices were lcxr in those days: $3.00 for a hundred pounds of flour;
tea - 45f a 1b.; bib overalls $1.75 - $2.25; firc prices were also lcxu;
at one tjme rats paid only five and eight cents because there was no sale
for thsn. However they once junped to $5.00 later on.

Those were the good old days!

l4rs . Jim McIntosh.

OLD TII,ER OF CAILING T,AKE PASSES AV'IAY

, Septenrber 28th, 1960.)

Born in Scotland in 1886, James Mclntosh joined thre Boer War at tLre
early age of sixteen, and whren that was over, travelled to many parts of
the world. He moved to Calling Lake with his wife in 1917.

About 1920 he took an actj-ve part in ttre making of a silent moving
picture at Banff entitled "Thre Va1ley of Silent Men". (A book is also
written by James Curwood with the same title.) Tn 1924, l4r. Mclntosh and
I'lr. Gislason, the only two wh-ite settlers residing there at that time, got
together with a hundred and forty dollars granted frcrn the government and
built and furnished a log school, the first at Calling Lalce. Thris school
was situated where Sarge Bissel ncxnz lives. About 1920 he started a lnst
office and mail came in bi-monthly to that rqnote area by team or wagon or
pack horses, depending on whethrer tLre season was wet or dr1'. Tn 1926 l4r.
Mclntosh started an enterprise at Calling Lake called fresh fish in winter
and it has been grcnving strorg on all northern lakes since.

l4r. Mclntosh loved history and had a wide collection of books. He
was a friend of the late BiIl Cameron, the sole sr.rrvivor of the Frog Lake
nErssacre and author of that book. He has lived a colourful 1ife, and
will be rsnenrlcered by many as an interesting and outstanding person. With
the same precision as always, his funeral was on his birthday. He leaves
to mourn his wife; three daughters: l4ay Mclntosh, of Calling Lake; Iulrs.
Jean Erwin, of Calgarlz; and }4rs. Kay OrNeil of Coal Lake; and his sister,
[4rs. Rob Russell, of Athabasca; also a ntln]cer of grandchildren.

Our oldtjmers at Callj-ng Lalce are leavj-ng us one by one. When I pass
by their places I feel a pang of loneliness for the old friends who hrave
departed frqn our world.

So long, old pal; we miss you.
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trxcitement ran high as Ath,abasca prepared for the official opening
of the Athabasca bridge, and the celebraton of the Queen's birtLrday.
The event was scheduled for Jr:ne 9, but by mid-May much anticipation was
evident when headlj-nes read: "INDIANS T0 BRING TEEPEES WITTI TTIEM" and
rriIEAN BAPTISTE, 94, W:ILL I/'JEAR IADAL GRAITIED BY QUtrEN VICIORIA IN l-877".

As plans for the malrmoth parade and cerqnonies were revealed, they
were punctuated with paragraphs wh.ich read---

..."At presstime word was received frorn Jim Mclntosh, of Calling
Lake tlrrough F. R. Falconer, of the Pageantrlz Conrnittee, that Mr. Mclntosh
was bringirg dovm a dozen treaty Indians frorn his area to take part in the
parade June 9.t'

..."The group will be headed by Jean Baptiste, 94, and wil-I be carry-
ing muzzle-loading 9r':rrs, pcwder horns, shot bags, etc., will be wearing
headdresses, fringed leggings and will have their teepees along."

..."Jean Baptiste wil-I be wearing Queen Victoria's medal which was
granted to him in 1877."

(Quotations from TTIE ECIIO, ivlay 23, 1952.)

On the big day.....

After the introduction of Hon. Gordon E. Taylor, Minister of Highways,
and his speech to the waitj-ng crcnnird; the blessing; more speeches by digni-
tari-es and more introductions. . .. .

. . . "TLle party then forrned a procession do,vn the incline to the bridge,
where the Minister made the official declaration, after representing tlre
south side of the river, wittr the 95 year old Indian, Jean Baptiste, frcrn
the Calling Lake district, representing the north side, in sawing through
a heavy bj-rch log which barricaded the north end of the structure, with a
troop of Cubs and msnbers of the Air Cadets standing guard. The cerernony
being completed, the assenblage burst forth in "He's a Jo1ly Good Fellcnnr".
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''SA!{ED TT{ROUGI BARRICADE''

"Hon. C,ordon E. Taylor, Ulinister
of Highways, shakes hands with Jean
Baptiste, 95 year-young Cree Indian
of the Callj-ng Lal<e district, after
tJ:ey had sawn the log barricade.
Baptiste had been escorted to tovrn
by Jim Mclntosh, pioneer trader of
Calling Lake, and was acccrnlnnied
by his wife and daughter, as well as
a band of redskins in colorful
attire. The teepees were visited
by throngs of white folks. In the
pj-cture, Baptiste is proudly dis-
playing his Queen Victorj-a Medal."

(Quotations from THE ECIIO
June 13 , 1952.)
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Stanley Crawfordrs fami_Iy was
one of the first white pioneers that
settled in the Calling LaJ<e area.
Stanley was twelve years old vften
his family came to make their home
at Calling Lake.

l4r. Jacob Crawford, Stanley's
father, was born in lceland and
came west in 1885, at the time of
the Northwest Rebellion. He left
Winnipeg and travelled west with a
wagon train of 50 Red Ri-ver ca:rts,
mostly Indian drivers. These
ox-carts carried freight to the
outposts in the west.

About 191I the Crawford
family moved to Athabasca and
then to Calling Lake in 1916.
T\,vo boats and a sco,v brought the
family and their ;nssessions
dq/vn the Athabasca River until
they reached the Calling River.
Then they came overland to the
la.ke. The late Jacob Crawford

The George }4cKinnon family moved in about the same tjme. Then there
were trappers Dutch l4i11er and Otto Hebert who also lived at Succor Creek.

To obtain their supplies, Stanley recalls they would walk to tcnme dovm
the pack trail which follcnred the telegraph line to Athabasca. Before their
return, they would buitd a sco\^/, and fl-oat their stuff to Calling Rj-ver.
Then they would walk to the lake, qet a team, and freight their stuff home.
In the winter, the OId Winter Road to Wabasca was used, for it went throuqh
Calling Lake from Athabasca.

Sonetimes Ranger Art Melbourne brought the rnail on his way through.
Otherwise, they got their mail when they went to tovrn for supplies. In 1917,
with Oscar Crawford as foreman, a road was cut ttrrough Deep Creek. Stil1, it
was a 5-day [ip; 2 days j-n, a day in tcnnm, and 2 days back.

Tn L922, ttre Crawfords moved near Athabasca to farm. ft was dr:ring ttris
adventure tLrat their efforts in grain gro,ving won fame at the 1928-29
Ednionton Winter Fair. In the I930's, during the hard times, Stanley noved
back to Calling Lake. With his wife, tlrey hcmesteaded land near the Forestrlz
buildings. Later, they rnoved to the south end of the Lake.
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Stanley has shotm a keen sense of resor:rcefulness in the varietlz of
ways he lr,as utilized to provide a good living for his family. He has
adventured in hcrnesteadirrg, trapping, and nink ranching. He has operated
a logging camp and sawrnill. More recently he has operated a surner resort.
The frontier ar:d wilderness have receded due to tlre efforts of hardy
pioneers like the Crawfords.

As Stanley Crawford rqninisces, he says of Calling Lake: "You kncx,'/,
it hasn't been a bad place to live."
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(frcrn: TTIE E(XIO, l{arch 27th, 1953.)

In that trnrt of alberta kncmrn as the "C,reen Belt" which, stretching
from East to West across oirr province, forms a barrier between plain and
tundra; where the great Grey Wolf, the Canada Lyrx and the wily Wolver-
ine still hold their q^in against enqrry rrrnrlcer one - Man - there lives a
smattering of hi-:rnans, botJr red and white, who are playing a big part in the
building of this great Canadian Nation of ours.

One of such, whose name is worthy of being recorded among Canadars
long list of Frontiersmen, is Stanley Crawford.

Stan, as he's fainiliarly called by nxrst folks v#ro reside in the Calling
Lalce district of Alberta, came there as a l-ad of 12, tn l-916. There he
grew to young nnrhood helping his parents, along with other mernbers of their
fami-ly, with the hard work of mal<irrg a living frorn a piece of raw land whiclr
had to be cl-eared stick by stick. As a sideline they MinJ<-ranched and, j-n
season, trapS:ed and fished.

In the early twenties the Crawfords moved nearer to civilization where
for scrne years they farmed near the torvne of Athabasca. It was during this
period that their efforts in grain growing won fame for the area as well
as great credit for the family when their exhrjbit of wheat and oats at the
Edmonton Winter Fair (season of 28-29) won Cahry>ion Albert:. Horrors for grade
of samples shcxrn.

Irfkren hard times hit in the dirty thirties, the fanrily nroved back to
their old har:nts in the Calling Lal<e area. Ttrere the Crawford boys have
spent these intervening years rearing tkreir respective families and carry-
ing on much as they did in the old days.

Of late years, Stan and his wife, who ncxr have their own sons and daug-
hters to partner with, have added a further activity to their many frontier
doj-ngs: A loggirq canp and sawrnill.

On the side Stan still does a spot of trappirrg, as was noted the day
I visited his camp. In his half-ton pick-up lay unpelted his morning's
catch: a cross-fox, a large Canada Lyrx, ard two weasel. The Lyrx was
well furred but it had little flesh on its bones--too thin to be healthy.
I asked Stan about "Rabies". He said no cases of the disease had been heard
of in his trapping area. On query as to ntmbers of lyrx and other fur-
bearers, he said: "That is the sixth lyrx I've taken tJ:is season--therers
npre of thern around than Irve seen for years. In the old days," Stan went
oh, "an Indian, now lorrg dead, told me that near the turn of the centurlz he
snared 60 lyrx in one season, all off a two mile long pine ridge."

"How about fox?" I erquired.

"Plenty of them and healthy looking as you can see, but rabbits are
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scarce to what I rve seen in former high-rycles. So are the birds. In the
'44 cycler" Stan added, "the bunnies were so plentiful that when tLre
young tree food supply ran out they tackled the hcrnesteaders' hay ricks.
In scrne cases they ate the base of the ricks away untj-I nothing was left
but a stsn on whi-ch the rick balanced, Iooking like a toadstool until
firnlly toppling to bury dozens of bururies!"

During my two-week stay in the area I heard much, from Indian and
whi-te alike, on the word of the Crawford family as ccrnnunity builders; and
especially about big, jovial Stan, whcxn the natives say is big of heart
as well.

It is to men and wcrnen of their t)pe who man outposts of civil-ization
frcrn Ungava to Yukon; and about whcrn we hear so little that we who live
anpng the ccrnforts of more settled pa.rts cr^/e so much. They are the ones
who tame and push back our frontiers; they are the ones who, wittr nought
but a stout heart, a gun and an axe, pushed on into the wilderness--first
clearing a dog-trail, then for a horse and sled, but which as s1cx,vly and
surely as time itself came through much labor to be honored wj-th the name
of a graded dirt road. Tt is u;nn these that we who follow build into
gravelled and finally hard surfaced roads.

But the dreams of the Crawford family are not yet al1 fulfilled;
their ner<t venture is to be in the sr:nrner resort line. Already Stan and
his boys have cleared the site. It will be on the south shore of Callirrg
Lake, where, for a start, five snug cabins will be moved as soon as their
winter's run of loggirrg is conpleted. ffirether their venture will pay off
rsnains to be seen. Ifirch is in their favour, such as: Overcrcxazdirrg of
resorts lying nearer to Edmonton; location in almost virgin territory
where good fishing, boating, as well as safe, sandy svirnning beaches can
be had; a gravelled road frorn E&nonton to lake edge.

On these drawcards to Crawfords of Calling Lake and all- those other
pioneers who call j-t "HOME" feel that their spot on tlre map, which has
been calling for a long time, is about to ccme into its olvn.



)t

4\4
f*-+*r'= 0 r.r S

AIJ OLD TIMERTS RtrPORT - as told for Graduation, 1963:

Rqniniscing back through the years, thirty years ago seems like only
yesterday, when Pa and I walked to Athabasca and got hitched!

We lived on ttre west sj-de of the lake for ten years. Our only way to
get in touch with the settlqnent on the east side of the laJ<e, was by dog
team or row boat. tr{hen the lalce was too rough, Pa or I woul-d walk the four-
teen rniles around to get the mail. In those days it only came in twice a
nonth. We learned to live the hard way. We spaded and picked roots to nrake
a srnall garden spot. In the hungry thirties, we didn't suffer any. We

raised a good garden, had lots of meat, fish and berries. Pa fished and
trapped. With the fur and fish he sold, we bought our main necessi-tj-es, such
as flour, sug€Lr, salt, and ttre rest. We lived in a two-rocrm 1og cabin. Our
light was a snall coal oil lamp. lVhen we ran short of oil, Pa would put some
bear grease or tallcx,v in a 1j-d, tlren soak a piece of rag in it, and light it.
That was our light for many a night. We were happy in our little paradise.

In 1943, we moved across to the settlement, since our two children were
nolv of school age. They seemed very happy to move, as Grandma and Grandpa
Sanmelson lived over there. They built the 1og cabin in 1936, that Mr. Under-
wood lives in ncx/v. We lived where William Jacobrs buildings are now.

The school in those days was quite the thing! In sunmer the flies and
the mosquitoes nearly drove the children crazy! They had to make a snrudge
so they could do a little study. In ttre winter time, they would have to
breal< traiI, the sncx,v being over their knees. When ttrey finally reached the
otd 1og building, they would have to sj-t around the stove with nitts and coats
on until- about noon!

\

Pa and Ma Peterson

Mrs. Peterson's
parents, Ivlr. and
Ivlrs. Samuelson
(at left), came to
Calling Lake in
August, 1933, and
settled on the
west side of the
lalce. They lived
ttrere for ttrree and
one-half years, and
ttren built on the
east side of the
Ialce.
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On year, 45 children were crovded into ttrat one-rocrn school! The
teachers we had were terrific! One term we had three teachers. Another
year, two supervi-sors and one teacher to finish the term out. Once, they
sent an old lady of sixty-three years, no bigger ttran a midget. In tlre
winter Lime, to keep warm in the classroorn, she had to wear menrs pants
and overshoes. Another teacher froze his heels sitting at his desk! But
nevertheless, our children came through it, and have hcrnes and children
of their ourn. Pa and I are back where we started.

I donrt enrlz the children of Calling Lake today. I am hapg/ for them.
With their four-rocrn nrodern school and four good teachers, I do hope they
will take full advantage of the education they are getting, and will grou
up to be good citizens. f guess that's it.
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lrlhat was it like to grcx,v up at Calling Lake when the countrlz was yet
young, wild and untamed? Jakey Gislason recalls, when as a lad of seven,
he came with his family to Calling Lake. The present 45 rninute trip frcrn
Athabasca by car took the Gislason family about 3 days. They had no road
to follcir^r, only the wish to find their home. Through the muskeg, brush and
bog they trekked with all their possessions loaded on two wagons and pulled
by two teams. At one point, one horse was stuck up to its neck in muskeg.
It was pulled out with a team of horses, a rope, and man po^/er.

The Gislason children grq^/ up in nnrch the same way as children would
today. They worked and they played. They also had a pet. This was not an
ordinarl' pet, but rather a 2-year old moose, whose npther had been shot.
They had raised the calf on a bottle and kept it bekrind the cook stove. It
woul-d push the door open, walJ< across the floor, and snooze in front of ttre
stove.

One day, Jakey rsnsnbers, he went to the boat with his fishnet, and
the nxrose fol-lcxrred along the trail. As Jakey got into the boat, the npose
attenpted to follo,v. Jakey told him to go home. The noose just stared at
him. Jakey finally left the shoreline and the rnoose swan after him. When

the moose got closer to the boat, Jakey hit him with an oar. The noose turned
around quickly, swam back to the shore, and stcrry>ed into the house. He lay
in front of the stove for two days before he would forgive Jal<ey.

Jakey rsnqnbers vd:en school was a place for lraving a lot of fun, and
not too much learning. At noon, the children usually pushed Jakey's 1917
l4odel T dcrr^rn the road. One day Mike Tanasiuk was pushing the car with some
other children, and Jal<ey was steering. Mike stipped underneath one whee1.
l{ike lay helpless for scrne time before the other children spotted hirn lying
j-n the road. They carried Mike behind the school, and laid hjm dcnrn to rest.
When Mike walked into the school in about an hourrs time, the children felt
greatly relieved.

In those days a doctor was far away and people at Calling Lake had to
rely on hcrne medicines to cure illness. But scrnetjmes people died because they
could rrot fight the illness. Jakey's sister, Margaret, was near death at one
point. She had a fish bone work into her finger. tr{Lratever her mother did,
nothing seerned to help, and Ivlargaret was getting worse. She had blood poison-
ing. A friend helped them find an B0 year old Indian called Grandois. He rnade
a flax seed lnultice and put in on the infected area. Within Cays, ltdargaret
was better.

Jakey recalls when as a postman in 1931, he carried the mail to Calling
Lake during sunshine or rain. Dr:ring the wet seasons he used pack horses, and
during the drlz season he was able to use a team and wagon. He carried rnail
twi-ce a month. In 1936, with the ccrning of a trail, the mail service was
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increased to once every week. In 1961, the mail came twice weekly.

Jakey has seen the Calling La.l<e road grcxr from a trail to a graded
road. He has seen Calling Iake grcxr frcrn a thick forest-covered land
to a smal-l ccnrnuniQz. He has seen Calling Lake frcnv frcrn a sparsely set-
tled area to the present lnpulation of nearly 400. Jal<ey Gislason grerv
up at Calling Lake and, although he no longer makes his hcne here, his
trips wittr the mail twice weekly keep him in close touch.
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Last Saturday evenj-ng there was a dance at the Calling Lake School
and people were getting ready to go from all directions. Bob Crawford
and his family were in their truck, just leaving, when threy noticed a large
anjrnal swinrning the river about 300 yards in front of their house. It
Iooked like a very strange anirnal, so Bob and his two boys, Lloyd and
George, ran dcnrn to give it the once over as it emerged from the stream -
calling their cattle dog "Sport" along.

It was a big lion. The dog took after it and it cljmbed a tree. The
oldest son, Lloyd, about 15, realized it was a lion and dashed for the
ri-fle, lodging three shots ttrrough the heart.

The animal, which clung to the tree about 30 feet above the ground,
finally succunrbed, and whren the party were so convinced, they cut the tree
dcnnrn and skidded the animal hcroe. It was a buck lion as large as a year-
ling calf.

A11 the settlsnent around left their homes and spent Sunday taking
pictures of the nonster, and residents of the district are cautious about
travelling after dark for fear there may be a mate sti1l lurking in the
neighborhood. It was the most exciting episode that has ever happened at
Calling Lake.

Old timers here declare the
animal is not of the African
jurqle variety, but a nountain
lion or a cougar, possibly stray-
ing into the district frcrn the
Pelican lrtrountains, usually a
denizen of the foothills. It
is reported that there is a highly
prized hide at tlre store of Jim
Mclntosh, at Calling Lake, of
such an animal which he shrot
many years ago.

...From the ATIIABASCA ECIIO
August 24, 1945.

...!'the residents spent Sunday takirq
pictures of the monster"
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The Gisl-ason nanrily

The Gislason family was an outstanding pioneer family of Calling Lake.
They settled in the wilderness when it was yet unsettl-ed.

I{r. Gisli O. Gislason was born in Grendavik, Iceland, and came to Canada
with his parents who settled in Gimli 1n 1881. Mrs. Gisl-ason is the former
Miss }4argaret Crawford, daughter of the late lt{r. and lvlrs. Jacob Crawford.

Ivlr. and lt4rs. Gislason were married in Winnipeg in 1910 and later came
west. tr4r. Gislason and Oscar Crawford spent one wj-nter fishing at Calling
La-l<e. About 1917 the Gislason famity nroved to Calling Lake, and occupied
the Crawford house at the ri-ver's mouth.

The Gislason's operated a small store, but later moved the store goods
to their living room to make available a place for a school. With the help
of lulr. McIntosh, a school building was later erected furttrer north, near
what was then cal-l-ed White's Creel<. I4r. Coke was the fi-rst teacher. Vilhile
at Calling Lake, I4r. Gislason was mail carrier and part-time forest ranger.

I-n 1929, they nroved to a farm in the Deep Creek district where I{r.
Gislason was postrnaster until his retirement to Edmonton in 1952.



Their 12 children are: Mr. Jacob Gislason, l4rs. Carrie Wood, Iulrs.
It4argaret Cameron, Mrs. Edittr Lawrence, Mr. O. V. Gislason, l4r. Gisli
Gislason, Itlrs. Helen Kaplun, Mr. William S. Gislason, Ivlrs. Rose Gablehouse,
It4r. Frank Gislason, and l4rs. Patricia Lane.
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l4r. C. Day

To the peopJ-e of Calling LaJ<e, Chester Read Day was better kncnrn as
"Buffalo Bill". He was a real personality, and would begin his greetings
with "By the lord Harryl" He was a perfect picture in his hat, clraps, and
buckski-n outfit. He wore a well-groomed beard, and often packed a revolver
when he went out in ttre bush. On Ki-ng, his big white trained saddle horse,
l4r. Day presented an unforgettable sight.

l4r. Day worked as a customs offj-cer at the border until he rmved his
farnily to Calling Lal<e in 1928. He settled on land bought from Johnny
Jacobs, which had formerly been ovrned by Benjarnin Cardinal. Sorne of the
land was open and had been farmed and tl:e Day family later cleared nrcre
land. The family lived temlnrarily in the old Cardinal house. The barn
was the first of },lr. Day's distinctive log buildings. l4r. Webb did much
of the logging, and Tom Zworin fitted the logs togetJrer. I-,ater the house,
buil-t of logs and roofed with sod, was completed.

I4r. Day leased 42 quarters of land, nrostly meadous, and brought in
horses and cattle by the carload. The Percherons were surely the biggest
horses in Alberta, weighing well over 2,0A0 pounds eacle. Carloads of
machinerlz, wj-re and supplies also made their way to his home in the wilder-
ness. About 60 tons of wild hay was put up in a season for ttre stock. It
was stacked in the meadcnars, and hauled home in the winter. fn spite of his
best efforts, many of tr4r. Dayrs horses died.

The Day home was a gathering place for ttre younger folk. The boys
often held boxing rnatches as part of their fun.

In 1930 and 1931, l4r. Day and I4r. Joe Urytil blazed the road that was
a more direct route to Athabasca.



AI

l4rs. Day began to operate a srnall store about the tirne the war started,
and continued until the 1950's.

I4r. Day realized Calling Lakers pssiJrilities as a resort area, and
hopefully, he constructed tJle first sunrner resort cabins--for:r distinctive
1og buildings, which still stand today and are used by the family during tJ.e
suffmer.

Jim the oldest son, was in the anV, and took part in the oieppe raid;
Dick, 8i11, and Bob were also in the forces, Dicl< and Bi-ll serring over-
seas. Other children in the faln-ily of B were Jack, Pat, Harriet, and Phyllis.
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**The first Callj-ng Lake Post Office was opened in 1921-. Mr. J. litrclntosh

was the first postnan. TLre lnst office was located at Mclntoshrs until 1960.

**The first fox and fitch farm at Calli-ng Lake was ovrned by the Gislasons.

** The first privately ovrned airplane at Calling Lalce was a "Robin"
bought in L929 by 1,1r. J. Mclntosh.

**The first Public Health Nurse to visit the school at Cal}ing Lake
was Miss B. l4ay (ncx,v l4rs. Parr.)

** Mr. J. Mclntosh started the first rnirk ranch at Calling Lake about
36 years ago.

** Mr. K. Sutton was the first here to raise martin.

**The first sawnrill located right at Calling Lake was ovmed by l4r. Jim
Mclntosh. It was run by a steam engine which is presently at the Museurn
at lVetasks,vin.

**The first church built at Calling Lake was the Roman Catholic Church
built in 1942. IUike and Jjrn Tanasiul< cut and skidded the trees, and hs,ved
the logs by hand wittr a broad-axe.

** The first veLricle cn^med by local residents, were a jeep and a
truck, cnvned by I4r. J. Mclntosh.

**In the fall of 1955, Ellefson's Lunber MiIl became the first opportunity
for 1ocal emplolzment.

**It{any of the Indian people of Calling Lake go on a pilgrimage to Lac
Ste. Anne in the sunmer.

Special services for the Indian people are held every year at Lac Ste.
Anne on the first Wednesday after July 20. The shrine of Ste. Anne was built
in this place, because a vision of Saint Anne, the grandmother of Jesus, was
seen standing on the rocks along the shore of the lake. For many, Iumy years,
Indians have rnade the pilgrimage to visit the shrine because they believed in
religion.
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During the year, if scrneone in the farnily was sick, they rnight rnake a
pledge to God that if this person got better, a trip would be rnade to the
stlrine of Saint Anne. They may have pledged a special sacrifice - that of
walking part of, or all the way there! Tf the family menber died, the pledge
was kept, and the pilgrimage was made an1ruvay. If , while walking along the
way, someone offered a ride because he felt sorry for them walking in the
hot sun or alorg the bad road, they would not accept the ride. They would
persevere, and would at last arrive at Lac Ste. Anne on foot. People would
come wi-ttr teams, covered wagons, on foot, on the back of trucks, and only
more recently would hire a bus.

Starting as early as 6:00 A.M., the day atLac Ste. Anne included
confessions, Holy conrmrnion, Mass, and special services. During the after-
noon, at a special service, those who were sick were gathered at the front
of the church. The priest said a blessing for them, and offered prayers
that these people may be cr:red. Then at the lakeshore, after the waters
of the lake had been blessed, the people went into the water to wash away
their afflictions. Often a stretcher was lcx,vered into the water, bearing
someone who was unabl-e to walk in.

The Way of the Cross, held outdoors at ni-ght, was beautiful- to see.
Each person that took part carried a lighted candle as he Snssed in turn the
12 little chapels that represented t-l:e stations of the cross; and arrived
at last at the foot of the towering cross. This procession was said to
sptbolize the soldiers carrying torches and travelling with Jesus along the
original way of the cross. Next morning, services could be attended before
leaving for home.

I4any people gatherd plants or herbs such as the wild peppennint, dipped
them in the healing waters of the 1ake, dried them, and took them home to
be used when someone was sick. AIl persons who went into the water wore
their ordinarl' clothes, not bathing suits, and these clothes were dried, care-
fully put away, and kept. If sorneone got sick, the clothes were wrapped
around the sick person in the belief that he would be cured.

The canes and crutches hanging beside the alter in the church were the
testimony of those who belj-eved ttrey had been crrred because of their pilgrim-
age to Lac Ste. Anne.

A pilgrim,

reilrrning frcnr

Lac Ste. Anne,

passes through

Calling Lake.

( c, ,^ t, ^,...1)

ffi*

r,q3'#{



3r

E- l,*v<- Ir o.- lYuT

**A large buffalo skull was found at Calling Lake by Joe Ucytil while
working on a forestrlz road. Tt was buried about 18 inches to 2 feet d*p,
and was unearthed by a bulldozer. Tt was one of the largest buffalo skulls
for:nd in ALberta, according to l4r. Neil Thornas, who recieved the skull frorn
l4r. Ucytil.

**Vihen Ingram and Bob Crawford joined up in the army, after the Crawfords
moved to Calling Lal<e, Stanley Crawford wanted to join up too, although he was
too young. He was still using a slingshot.

**Mr. J. Mclntosh operated the first fish plant at Calling Lake.

**The first schoolbus, (Decernber 1956) , was a W rnicrcbus cnrned by
the Service Unit. Parents paid $1.75 per child per nronth"

**In 1943, the residents of Calling Lake voted to become a part of the
Athabasca School Division #42. Until this time, Calling Iake had been an
isolated school district.

**In fate I96L, the residents of Calling Lake voted again, and on
January I, L962, Calling LaJce became a part of the Northland School Division
#61.

**Today Calting Lake is an hour's drive from Athabasca, but Joe Uq,ztil
can rqnsrber walking to Athabasca in 12 hours, with 2 pack dogs, carrying
50 pound packs.

**The law often works in strange ways. Jalce Gislason recalls an example
of the workings of the law:

There was a cattle rancher rramed Neilson who had land near the Calling
River. Neilson wanted his wife out of the way. His hired he1p, Red Nickle,
was to kill her and the baby while they were crossing the river frcrn the
garden. Red Nickle had a change of heart, and did not upset the canoe as
planned. Instead, back at the cabin, he shot Nej-lson.

At the trial, Red Nickle was pardoned, "for", as the judge put it, "he
saved two innocent lives and only took the life of a bad one."

**our "School Song" was composed by the grade 6, 7, B and 9 class in
1960-61 for ttre first graduation exercises. Music for it was colTposed by
Mr.R.A.Brubaker.

(r"',T ivl u ed )
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- excerpts frcrn "Clover and Wild Strawberries"

by the Athabasca Local ATA

"T[IE WAY IT WA,S" a letter frorn lvlrs. C. Day

"Letrs begin with my first school in Jullz of 1930--at Calling Lake.
Jakey Gi-slason was the nrailman then, as I believe he is ncx,v. And the Lake
itself is still the same size and shape- Having gone ttrere for a visit two
years ago, I bel-ieve that those two facts are the only ones which bear any
similarity to the 1930 version of the Calling Lake situation.

I had never been north of the river and had never taught before and
had no idea of what was ahead of me. With a trurk packed with my clothing
and the "fiddle", I met JaJ<ey at the Post Office one sumner afternoon. He
drove an old }4odel T truck into which my trurk and I were turrbled. It took
about two hours of br:nrping and pitching and stopping and backing up for a
run at J-t, and bouncing and bucl<ing to get to Deep Creek where we spent the
night at Gislasons. Next mornj-ng early I went out to get into the truck
again but was informed that we would have to go on in by horseback since
the only trail up was not passable until after freeze-up. So I dug two
pi1lcx,v cases out of my trurk, packed them with clothing and a fe,v books,
held the violin vase in my hand, and mounted old "Sandy". Thir[z-ttrree miles
and eleven hours later we arrived at the sna1I log structure which was to
be my first school. Needless to say, I took my breakfast standing.

School was open for B months a year - spring, suuner and fall - but
closed during the coldest part of the winter. There were 13 white children
and up Lo 12 Indian children, but the latter were in attendance only occasion-
ally -- between the various trips out to a variety of trapping opeditions,
or surffner and winter camp trips. Dr. Swift was the inspector at that time.
He got in once during my two years there. Texts were veqF scarce, but I
rsnsnber that we had a series of readers called the "Canadian" something or
other - maybe Carradian Readers. They were all in a dull-, gray-green back.
The school librarlz was a six foot shelf which held a single voh.rne enqgclo-
pedia, a backless small dictionary (probably a Highroad), an atIas, and
perhaps a dozen reference books. There was no math text and no fiction
books. There was a history text, a geography text, a thin, green Civics text,
a dul-l gray Physiology and Hygiene, all for the senior grade (7 and B), all
of wh-ichr pupils were supposed to buy for themselves and none of which were
ever bought. The school or the teacher usually managed to have one ccrnplete
set of books for ttre whole school, but since classes usually consisted of
3 or 4 students each (seniors), pupils could take tr:rns using TT{E book.
Readers were free, but had to l-ast for several years.

I remenrlcer choosing springtime to study the geography of ALberta. VJe

went out into the yard when the snor was nearly gone, scooped soft sncxr up
in piles in appropriate places to provide us water sources, rnarked out our
map of Alberta to rough scale, dug us river basins with a hoe, piled us
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mormtains wittr a shovel, got melting snc&v to put water in our rivers, stuck
spruce branches and twigs in where we needed "bushland", set little blocks for
cities and tovrns, etc., etc. ft was great fun but very mucky. And wrth such
short class periods we had to use recess and noon hour and after school time
to get the whole thing ccrnpleted before the snow was all gone and dust reigned
suprene.tt
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**Rernsnber when there was no churchr yet built at Calling Lake? When the
priest could nrake it here, services were held in various homes or in the
school.

**Remernber when the annual school picnic was held on the flats by
McTntosh's? Ivlost everyone attended, and we enjoyed pa.rticilnting in, or
just watching, the events. Events included relays, lntato races, canoe
races, pillow fights, boat races, and swinrning races. We usr:ally gave
chocolate bars and balloons for prizes. We had home-made ice-cream, lemon-
ade, and sandwiches. Then there was a dance at night.

The next day we got together again, ttris time with mops, buckets, and
home-made soap, ard cleaned up the school.

**Remenber the first scLrool? Jack Day conrnented, "You could thrcnv a
fish through the cracks in ttre walls."

**Rsnernber the next school? Ivlr. B. Facey, Superintendent frcrn l94B to
1952 remembers - - rr- - Calling Lake stands out as unusual, with its gloomy
interi-or, Icx,v ceiling and huge ridge 1nle at least IB inches in diameter."

**Remenber when registered traplines came in about 24 or 25 years ago?

**Remenber when, one year, Frark Crawford smugly put into the Valentine
box 22 tarpaper valentines, all addressed to Kathleen Mcfntosh? When the
cards were handed out on Valentine Day, a puzzled Franl< received the same 22
tarpaper valentines with HIS name on them! Somehow, he had been found out,
and the cards hr,ad been re-addressed to hirn!

**Remsnber when lt4r. Powder and Benjanin Cardinal tracked a little lost
girl step for step? TLrey found May, asleep under a tree, about two miles back
from the lake-

**Rernsnber one day, when a lot of fish were dumped dcrvrn ttre chimney of
Jake's fishing cabin? Ja-l<e didn't kncnr they were there until he built a
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fire, and became aware of a terrible snell. Jack snril-es to hjmself yet, when
he thirks of the trick he playd on a friend.

**Rernernber the landmark knov'in as "Povlder's Point"?

**Remenber when T\ro Mile was called "White's Creel<"?

**Rsnernber when the "old chief" broke his leg? ft seemed best that he
be taken to Athabasca for treatrnent. His sorrs paddled him dcir^m the Calling
River in a canoe where lnssible, and carried him and the canoe over Snrtages,
continuing this way until they reached the Athabasca River. Thren they
paddled the canoe with its suffering patient up the Athabasca River to the
town.

**Remsrtcer lvlrc. Eric Hodgson, Superintendent from l94I - 1948? Mr.
Hodgson remsrbers that on his yearly trip to Calling Lalce, he had to go early
in ttre norning when the roads were frozen. Or when he went with }tr. Sihzer,
he had to hold his suitcase on his lap to keep frcrn hitting the roof of the
car as they proceeded the 50 miles over the ruts in the road.

**Remsnber when you seldom heard "Threre isntt anything to do around here."?

In those days there was a dance about every two wee]<s, witlr adnission at
25e. Stan and Irrgram Crawford were often called ulnn to provide the music.
Often othrer local fellcrvs took a turn at ttre fiddle, too.

Lunches were donated. Margaret (Gislason) Cameron recall-s that her rnother
once made ten cakes for an annual winter dance at the school.

"Everyone brought scrnething," Elsa (Webb) Rogers recalls. "Ttrere was
always plenty of lunch, and it was served around to everybody."

"Tltere wasn't much to do, reallyr" Elsa said, "but I do remernber we did
the dishes quickly, and then we would go and play cards for a whiIe. l{r. Day
had rnany good books, and he was always generous enough to let us read them."

**Rsnenber the old road to Athabasca? The road was only a narrcx^/ trail
cut through the bush. It was passable during the wj-nter, but in surmer it
was a sea of mud. Along this wagon trail, there was a stop-over at Deep Creek
at Kirgntrick's place.

**Remenber the nreetirgs to decide the location of the school? Mr. C. G.
Merk1ey, Superj-ntendent from l-952 - l-954, attended one of these meetings and
recalls: "Probably the npst colorful meefing attended was held at Calling
Lake, where two groups met at the school house to decide where a ns^i school
was to be placed. Names such as Mclntosh, Day, and Crawford, will always be
rernernbered when thillcirg of schools in the Calling Lal<e area."

f , ,\ ZY
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is tJ.e Cree way of writing
and saying "Calling Lake".

**One version of how Calling Lake got its name is because of the calling
sound the lake nrakes when it freezes up and is cracking.

**The Jean Baptiste Gambler Indian Reserve No. 183 was rramed after
Mr. Gambler because of his efforts in establishing a Reserve here for his
people.

**CaIIing Lal<e was listed as an official seaplane base.

**The first telephone line to Calling Lake was built by the Provincial
Government in 1921. The phone was located at Mclntosh's.

**The first private conrnercial wireless station at Calling Lake was
operated by l4r. Mclntosh. Hook-up was with the Departrnent of Translrcrt
Government Telephone System.

**Calling Lakers first school inspector was Mr. LeBlanc.

**Mr. Falconer, of Athabasca, remernbers that one year, 30 carloads of
fish were shipped out of Calling Lake.

l4r. W.O. Lewis hauled fish frcrn Calting Lal<e in a heated Fresh Fish
Caboose for the Star Fish Co. in Nq,v York.

Fish were worth one dollar a pound at that tjme.

**The first Grade Nine Graduation banquet at Calling Lake was held at
the Youth Centre in the late fall of 1961, with graduation o<cercises follcx,ving
at Tanasir:l<ts HalI . TLre grade nine graduates were: Cora Roe, Lorine Roe,
Joan Sutton, and Gilman Cardinal.
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It was August r55. The low slung Buick anrbulance literalIy graded the
road as it groaned its way to Calling Lake. The occupants, Ike and I (Mi1lie
G1ick) and year old John, were as green as lake water in August about life
in the bush. But learn we must.

We had been told to travel until we saw a pile of ltrirber beside the
road. When we suddenly caught sight of it out of the corner of our eyes
and backed up, we had arrived!

By heavy nosquito-biting tjrne, we had the floor and sides of our
"mansion" up a 12t x l4t grar:,ary. And by the next afterrxcon we had a roof
over our heads and our earthly ;rcssessions stcx,ved against the four walls
inside. We cooked on the "air-tight" stove, learni-ng how to alterrrate lnts
on the one slnt that would boil. At night, we moved the table out to make
room for our bedrolls on ttre floor.

Thrat was the winter of the big snow and the long cold - at least to new
Northerners. ft was Novqrber. The mercurlz dropped to 14 degrees below and
the granary shiiz'ered - literally, in a fifty rnile an horir wind that played
a frigid tune through the granarlz craci<s. fce froze in ttre water pail beside
thre roaring "ai-r-tight". We were glad enough to rnove into the pa.rtially
finished Service Unit house which had mearrwhile been under construction.

And to those of lzou at Calling Lake wLro accepted us, rubbed off some of
the green, and put sard in our shoes, we ;Lre still grateful.

- M. Glick

This is the way Joe (Grasshead) Cardinal told ne the story:

It all started when the Callirg Lake fire fighters had a fire well under
control, and Joe was checking for any possibility of the fire breaking through.
Startled by a sound belrind, he turned and found himself face to face with
trouble in the form of a cirrnanpn bear. With a shovel as his only form of
defense, he leaped on a small ridge as the bear charged at him. The instinct
for survival was strorg and he swung wildly at the bear. Luck was on his side,
for he hit the bear across the side of the nose, knocking it out cold.

When he retrrrned to camp, the men stared at his chest and he, wondering
what they were looking at, glanced dcrurn, too. To his surprise, he saw a
blood-drenched shirt. After answering a thousand questions, he led a group
of urrirelieving nen to the scene. They found tJ:e bear lying where he fe1I,
apparently quite dead. But just to malce sure, they shot him.
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Mr. L. Silver was Fire Ranger, Fish Officer and Game Guardian condcined,
frcrn l-941 to 1944. Prior to that, 1*1r. Charlie Carter was Ranger, and then
I4r. Gislason was acting Rarrger.

Saddle horse and pack horse was his main means of transtrnrtation. In
winter he travelled on his skiis. One trip was made to Pelican Portage and
back to Calling Lake in six daysl He made nunerous trips to Wabasca and
Sandy Lake.

I4r. Silver recalls that in those days the fishermen used dog team when
fishing with nets. Before 1944, srurres and traps were mainly used in obtain-
ing coarse furs. The snares used nr-rnbered more than 21000. After 1944,
coarse fur decreased in value, while the price of fox, coyote and lyrx
increased.

One experience Mr. Silver rsnsnlcers was when a plane, piloted by l1r.
Kilbough, crashed in the Pelican lvlountains. Mr. Silver and l,lr. Price were
in a search party - Mr. Price used a dogteam, and l"{r. Silver went first by
skiis, and a second time by pIane. He missed finding l4r. Kilbough by half
a mile. The plane was carrying a load of fish, and being found by grizzly
bears, they left a trail. l4r. Alphonse Beaver l-ater found the wreckage by
this trail.

In 1941 - 42, the late lvlrs. H. E. Silver taught at the o1d log one-rocrned
school at Calling Lake. A gasoline-drum heater warmed the air irrnediately
around it, while all around toes st:.yed frozen, and cheel<s rqnai-ned a rosy
red. She taught Metis and white children; the Tndian children attended
school at Wabasca then.

The Silver family rented a house frcrn Mclntosh's the first year, and
then lived on GIen Lemaster's until 7944, when they moved to Athabasca.
Mr. Silver rsnained Fi-sh Inspector until 1953, then Fish and Game Officer
frcnr 1953 - L957 vrhen he retired.



t,L

D;a Y.* K^ o r^r (r"

**Mr. C. Day built the first resort cabi-ns at Callirg Lake.

**The Mennonite Voluntary Servj-ce Unit first came to Calling Lake in
August, 1955. The first Unit leaders were l4r. and l'4rs. Ike Glick.

The Mennonite Ctrurch was built in l-955. The first pastor at Calling
Lake was Mr. I. Glick.

**The first kindergarten at Calling Lake was taught by Anna Rose
Nafziger in February, 1959. Funds were provided by the Service Unit.

**The first Calling Lalce School Yearbook, the EVERGREEIJ, was published
in June, 196I. Editor was Cora Roe, and staff advisor was Mrs. Shwaga.

**The first resident Rornan Catholic priest at Calling LaJ<e was Father
E. Fournier (fatl L962 - spring 1966).

The nevr Ronan Catholic Church was first used for worship on thre Feast
of Chri-st the King, October 25, 1962.

TEA}4 PRODUCTS

Teanwork
rnterprises of
Alberta and
trlackenzie

The idea for TEAM actually originated anong Native craftsmen who
expressed a need for "scrnething" that would reduce the problem of marketirrg
as well as obtaining raw rnaterials needed for creating goods for rnarket.
Obviously, what was needed could best be done collectively -- co-operatively,
or, Ietrs say as a TEAM:

TEAM opens a Trail to the world of conrnerce; TEAM is an
Experience in doing together what is iq>ossi-ble alone; TEAM

represents an Aspiration to be self-reliant, and provides an oplnrtunity for
Managonent of one's oram affairs.

The idea began to evolve about 1960 but didn't really take legal form as
a non-profit organization until 1964. It is anticipated that it will be regis-
tered as a Co-operative in the next stage of develolment.

per I. N. Glick

**The Calling Lake fogging and Slashing Co-op was formed in the fal1 of
1966.

**The pcxverline from Athabasca to Calling LaJ<e, built by Calgary Power, was
"hooked up" i-n Novernber, 1966.

^t,*,*"J)
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**The road to Sandy Lake was made by an oil exploration corq)any. In
March of 1958, tlre first trip by truck was made frcrn Calling Iake to Sandy
Lalce in six and one-tralf hours.

**Mcfntosh's were the first at Calling Iake to set up TV.

**l4ike Tarnsiul< is the proud winner of a trophy won j-n 1967, which is
suitably inscribed . .

"Hudson Bay Trophy
for anrrt-ia1

Power Toboggan Competition
Parka Pcnni Wcx,v

Wabasca, Desmarais."

Vo u- knou^r- -- G.ntrn*"J)
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girls Club, wss
Grandna Logan's

started in 1956,
houge.

CirIs

This was the first Hallowe'en party held for
Girls Club Group,
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Joan Sutton (top. ieft
Adeline Cardinal- R )
ldargaret Nipshank
Rose Auger
Linde Ellefson
Cora Roe
Florenee CardinaL
Lorraine Roe
Clarice Cardinel(ZnC
llazel Cardinel row)
Bernice l{ipshank
Irene Nipshank
Ruthanrie White
Judy Sutton
u,SFdyffi

Bult t" E'

Cyrtb,evt"G\adtPe--
Gi\*..tt Cc-r"i'noJ
5o\wv'7 Atl"

Jo\^^v Lcr.v'd t "rc' 1- ,
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SaoePv, GlaAoe-
the Boy's and

A group of parents and other intereeted persons attended the kindergarten
grld"ution b*ercisos at l{loosehorn HalI on f'lr'iday evening, }day 26r1967"
Ttre claes sang several songs, MF Burkholder addressed the gror-lp ernd

Idr Ike Glick fresented the--siro}ls. Nine of the 14 members were present.
" nenbers of the elass were

Alma Auger
iulich.ael Auger
Cecelia Bigstone
Riehard Cerdinal
Jack Cardinal
Idark Foster
Calvin Garnbler
FredCie Gambler
Beatrice C1adue
Sylvia Gladue
Gorinne Howells
Jean Laroche
0eral-d Shwaga
Laura Smith

Teacher:
;diss Sandra Nafziger

/
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August 10, 1934

*When Jalcie Gislason was returning home about midnight, he saw a bear
cub near his hcrne. He got his -22 and shot five tjmes when a big bear
came on the scene. Jakie bolted, and bolted the door. No<t morning,
the cub was found dead about 40 yards from the house.

October 5, 1934

*On Septeunlcer 25, Miss Katie Monson and Miss lVargueritt, escorted by
George Senz, walked to Calling Lake, where they were guests of }4rs.
R. C. Day.

*Messrs. eirkigt, Bruschaussen and Les Atl<inson stopped off at Calling
River on their raft trip dcxrn the Athabasca. Miss Millie Baudroau
made the same trip.

Decsnber 24, 1934

*We heard this week tJ.at C,eorge Castonguay had his team drq,vn in Rock
Island Lal<e last Friday when he was crossing the ice. The trail used
had born a heavier load the day before. The team died almost as soon
as they submerged, without a chance to save them. The driver escaped
unharmed.

Septenber 27, 1935

tVhen it4r. Carter, the Fire Ranger was ccrning from Calling Lake a few
days ago on horseback, a monstrous black bear walked out in the road
in front of him. It frightened the horse, but l4r. Carter being an o1d-
tjmer in the bush, knq,v what to do. He yelled and wLr-istled at the
bear, who finally stepped off the road, allouing the man to pass un-
harmed. He had been held up about twenty minutes.

Septerber 27, 1935

*For five days last weeJ< the surface of Calling LaJ<e was subjected to
a violent equinoctal storm. Gunnar Peterson, trapper, was caugiht out
in the middle of the Lake in his sailboat. One of the spars was broken
and the boat driven on to the east shore with an impetus which drove
it far up the beach.



"fb

f Bo rn "€C14 c rr 
J-e-)

ry\O f e- /

A scarcity of big game in the irmediate vicinity at Calling Lake has
been relnrted. Moose calU-ng, which is participated in by nearly all
trappers, will begin again soon.

Februarlz B, 1935

*Mr. Snyder made a trip to Deep CreeJ< to vi-sit some of his friends.
He came from Calling Lake, taking the Calling River route.

I4arch 29, 7935

A fish 16 inches long was for:rrd inside a jackfish 24 inches long when
ye Editor took home a couple of CaIIing Lake Jaclcs on the EGIO subscrip-
tion swap. He came out a roe to the good on the deal.

*Thrat remarkable two pound baby that was safely brought in 50 miles
overland in 50 belcx,v weather is nralcing rqnarkable progress in the
hospital. Calling Lake is lucky to have such a splendid ccnrmrnity
worker in }4rs. Mclntosh who attended to t]:e late lulrs. Webb in her
fatal il-lness and brought the body for burial to Athabasca, and the
baby safely to the Hospital under sub-zero conditions.

Nhy 2, L952

*Joe Ucytil is beaver trapping and has pulled in one that weighed
over 70 pounds. This should set a record.

July II, 1952

*The road to Calling Lake is absolutely the best place to stay away
frcrn for the present. The mail got through but after all the rain we

had, it wasn't so easy.

*Little Jackie Envin of Edmonton is spending his holidays with his
grandmottrer at Calling Lake.

I4arch 15, 1952

*Thre pie social- held last week-end at Calling Lake was a wonderful
success. Over seventy dollars was collected. Phyllis Peterson's
pie sold the best, goirrg for over fifteen dollars. Doris McPhersonts
second, going for over ten dollars. Proceeds are to be for the nevr

dance hall out at the Lake. tr{r. McPherson is giving the ccnnn-rniQz
one acre of ground on which to build the hal1. l4any other donations
have been received.

May 2, L952

*The ice on the Iake is past the stage where one can walk upon it.
lvlr. Walton always makes a point of being the last one to walk u1rcn
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it before it goes. He wonrt be home till next week. All we can do
is hope the ice stays tiII he can make an atterpt. Hers not one to
shatter a perfect record.

laay 23, 1952

*Calling Lake can boast sights that Banff and Jasper never even thought
of (or so scrne say) . TLre fish up here jury> over the dam, and by the
thousands.

*Kenny Walton is nqr working at Fort Smith in the North West Territories.

*Mrs. Smith and son T\rffy, have nxrved frcrn Calling Iake to the United
States.
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6 B-ose Eanasiuh

gAI{A5IIK NECNEAUISN AREA

Deiicatei tu Piuneers Or- 6 lllrs- Nich [anasiuh-

lnarriei in 1910, the canasiuhs firs! humesteaiei at Pahan, near Anireu, Alberla, uhere

lheir first fiue chiliren urere hurn- After heari.ng frsm a frieni abnut the guni lani
ani large meairus tn the Nnrlh, in the spring nf 1.920 theg uniertnuh the increiihlg
iifficult nuerlani lrip through lhe rsadless mui ani musheg tu Calling [ahe tn start
a ranch- 6heg spen! 14 peeks nn the lrai1 i.n couerei uagsns but uhen theg arriuei,
lheg fuuni no meaisus nr ha! as theg $ere 1ei tt helieue.0heu barelg suruiued that
first uinter- Che fullrrruing spring ttteu luahei fnr a mrre suitable lnca!inn uhich
1ed lhem !n Rtch ls1ani cale rnheri ttreg became the iislricts first settlers- uheir
life here hegan hg !rapping, gariening ani traiing furs pith the 1oca1 lndians uhs

affecLiunatelg rru*ii Ni;h ai'"freesler" (Bluni-Brulher)- Ln the fulLnrning gears' lhis
cuuple raisei seuen nore chiliren. ilhile improuing their ranch, uhich euentuallg greD

tn 200 acres nf culliuatei lani at this site, lheg prouiiei suslenance fsr the lniians-
At lhe same time lheg built the stnre hnnun as "Nicks €eneral 5tsre". {he Canasiuhs

dnur oas aluags opnn 1n trauellers ani their hnspitalitg Das hnuun to all thruughnut
Lhe arca.

(he gears uerp sailienei bg the luss in 1931, nf llDu goung snns in the nearbg forest,
but the ininmitable spirit- nf lhese true piuneers preuailei. Chrough Nich's mechanical
genius anil euergnne's ieiicatei hari ulnrk, this remarhahLe familg's achieuements remain

emblazunei in the histurg uf this nurthern Alherta cammunitg.

llr. 6 IJrs- Oanasiuk mouei t! Calling Cahe in 7946 phere the! upenei a sture uhich

fheg aperatei until their retirement abuut 10 gears later-

llrs. ganasiuh diei nn tlaU 28 , 1962 f ollnurei lrg her husbani nn June 2 ' 7962 ani theg

urere buriei a! llnslnh, Alherta.



It,s a small lake 75 miles north of .the tovrn of Athabasca. l4y family

and I pioneered here in 1920. My name is Njck Tanasiuk and my wife's name

is Rose. lJe had a farnily of five at this time, Lena, Doris, Nick, BilJ and

l,like, i^Je r^rere the on'ly settlers here at the time. The nearest neighbor being

30 miles ar.ray vrhich r,ias a tvro day round trip by horse or on foot, .l'le tvere

the only Ukrainian family within 75 miles. lle lived at Rock lsland Lake for

25 year s, then moved to Cal'ling Lake, which is 50 mi'les north of Athabasca.

The follorving pages will tell my story.



I came to Canada from Chjrnatvitz, Austria

in Canada, I t.rorked many different iobs and all

I 904. The fi rst fi ve years

cou'ld save lras $.l7.00. The

r,Jages rrere Poor.

In l9tl9, I met Rose Olinyk and r,re vrere rnarried in .l9.I0. 
l,Je homesteaded'

'in Pakan, a district near Andrew, until .l920. Our ljfe on the homestead was
I

poor, as ft vras for n-,any others. hre started our homestead with our bare hands.

Jt r.;as 'in very'dense bush, which made it diffjcult to c'lear rvjth an axe and

grubhoe, l,le far-ir,ed this land for ten years. In those ten years vre only i:leared

20 acres of Jand r.rhich did not provide for my family sufficiently so I had to

look for other means of provision. I started buying cattle for Swift Canadian

Company, but my percentage was'very small. My thoughts vrere to try scimething

else.

l,ly nei glrbor, B'i I I l(l apoclruk, rvent somcivhere rrorth of Idinc,nton, and returned

r,,,ith information to go to Calling Lake, to start a ranch. He said that there

r,ias plenty of hay, \,rater and large open fields. He convinced my r.rife and I to

go rvith him. l,le sold cvcrything we had, exccpt the cattle. I,le added more

cattl e on bornor'rcd rnoney-

By the end of I'iay, .l920, Bjll's farnily and mine pached all our belongings

and started our lc.rrrg bitter jour^ney from Pakan to Cal'ling..Lal..e. Betv;een us,

r,;e had ten children, ranging in age from 6 rnonths to 9 y.ears, eight horses'and

inany cattl e. I r^r"il I never forget thi s jour'ney, thi rteen. vreel'.s on the road.

There \,ras a lot of rain that sunmer which vrashed out the bridges on the rivers

and streams. Bill carrjed the children, on his back, over the streams, I

drove the cattle vrhile our vrives follovred wjth the \^ragons.

Finally vre r-cached the tor,rn of Athabasca. l,Je had to cross the Alhabasca

River by ferry, and then go fifty mjles north. t,le irrquired further about the

r^anch. Tlrey told us that there vJere no roads, only Indian Trails, and the

jcrurriey r;ould be ir;,ricssjble. Tlrey also lold us, thcre ue)'e no nrcadot'ts, oniy

irl

I



lrrd.ian reservations and forest. This vrorried us and t'te viondered ii r're should

-.-,rntjnue our journey. Bill said that he ttas contjnuing and t'rould ljke ne a'lon9'

i,iy f.inancial stability rvould not allow me to carry on so I borrorved $500'00 from

Bill. l'iorri'ed and fearful , we continued the journey' Tlre journey to Athabasca

r,;as nroderate, in comparjson to t'that'lay ahead for us' Our wagons were stuck in
I

the r,:ud, and the nruskeg vras bottoml ess. l'Je bu j I t bridges ' cut roads and put up

corduroys. Sonte of our cattle dror'lned jn the streams' So to cheer us uP' we

stopped for trvo days and decjded to make some fjretvater. l{o mjstake' it ieally

was fi.rervater.. Our throats vrere "in flames and brought tears to our eyes' One

r,;eek later, rve finally reaclred our destinatjon, Cal'ling Lake'

To our surprise, the'lake tlas 1arge, but as vJe were told there tvere no

ne ador,rs and no hay. Being that jt rras late fall, the decision of vthere to iive

irad to tr. matJ8. l,le vrere u'a9l-*eable on a location and decided to split company'

_ 
l,iy faniiy and I spr:nt the u1nter at Four I'ijl e Creek, on thi east side of the

,oke. lle built a cal.rjn and vrith great difficulty t',ie made enough hay to feed

our cattl e. 
;

The foilorving si-rring, I vrent in search of a rnore sujtable surrounding, for

ranclring. I carne dcross a place cal'led Rock island Lalle' This place inipressed

rre and after talking it over with my fami]y' we rnoved to Rock Island Lake' l,ljth

siruggle arrd liar^dship, vJe succeecled in mailing thirty miles of road, vrhich look

us the rest of the sunn)er. Thjs cut us short on tjme for making hay' as vrinter

set in.

Because of the iong hard winter, we didn't have enough hay for our stock'

l,ie started. ratiorring the hay to the cattle but still ran out' l'Je bought hay

at $30.00 a ton,. vrhich vras haul ed- from cal l i ng Lake. Thi s \'ias a ful l two day

round trip. gur nroney ran short and t're could not afford to buy more hay'\o

- e cut green rijllor.r tvrigs to feed the cattle. Just before the vreather had

s'"arted to t;arrn up irnd \'Je ll-rought t're i'ad r'ade i t lhrough ,the t'; j nt'Cr' l're I ost



nlore cattle. lie tvere I rft rvith l7 steen and one cow. That suri;ner rve I ived

nrostly on rabb'its, wild mushrooms and berries. l,le planted a smal'l garden, but

unfortunate'ly it froze early. 0u! clothjng \vas i,rearing out vrhich forced me to

sell all tlre steers. That left us.with one cow. I tried to trapr but with rio

experience, I r'rasn't very'lucly. I managed to catch l6 muskrats, vrhich sold for

$.l. OO per muskrat. I'ly vrife bc'gged me not to forget to buy some salt, f'lour and

riatches. Instc.ad of flour I carne honre ivith fuo sacks of ivheat.

The saying js "r.Jhere there'is hardship, even tears v/on't help". I made a

stone flour mill, tlre kind that I had seen in the o'ld country, and started to

grind t'rheat to rnake flour, and we rationed it, so i{e could have a bit left for

seed-

I also heard that you could rnake money, by digging out liitte baby foxes.

I took a slrovel and rry ol desl daughLer l-ena, and v;e s tarted out. l,Je took some

flour r'rixed rv'ith Lrall'ing por,rder and salt. l,le rvandered jnLo the dense forest and

-.;onelrot,, got 1ost. I r.rould not atJrnjt to Lena tlrat r.re i,;ere lost. hre tvandered in

'rhe bush, catclrirrg rabb'its, fish and sparing the flour, in case v/e needed it

laler. l'Je r,rancJered ir^ornd for ten clays and about three of the ten days I rvas

lost. All r^re found \,ras one fox cjen and vre dug out a fanrjly of three. I landed

up tvith b,;o and only one eighth of the third fox. All I ha.d left in my" hand was

the tail of the third one.- That's how I made out vrith fox-digging, (1ike a'.

nahed man in a rose brier patch).

I t.rondered vrhat else I could do to support my fami'ly. I needed money to

buy rvheat for seed. I carne across an indian, who told me, tlrat he rvould show

rne hotv to trap. First of all, I had to start off by bujlding a cabin at the

end of nry trap 'l.ine. l,Je set out to do so. l,Je bu jl t a cabin at the foothills

of the Pel jcan I'iouni-ains, t';hich vas agr-ered to be the best place for trapping.

in the micjst r:f bujiding this cabin, I carne doivn rvjth a severe toothache and

decided i.o puil it r;r1,sclf. I tcok a piece of snare r.rjre, and t'ied lt to a beam



'in the cabjn then to rny tooth, and stood on; block of r';ood. I gave the Indjan

a cup of r,raler, just in case I fajnted. I jumped off the blocll and out came

ilty tooth. Standjng there'in a claze, I look around and saw the Indjan laying

on the floor, out cold.

Aflen.rards, I marked my trapline, and set traps and snares, the vray the
I

Irrdjan had tauglrt rne to. The trapping that vrjnter t'ras poor. I shipped the

ferv furs I got'to fdrironton to a fur buyer. I got $.l00.00 for my vrhole tlinter's

trapping. It vrasn't enought to support my fami'ly and pay rny cJebts, so I got a

notion to go to Edrnonton and get a pedd'ler's license to sel'l merchandise to the

Indians; The liccnse cost nre $25.00. Then I v;ent to the r'rhol esale and bought

gr^oceries, materia)s, spoons and pens and went iiorne.

i built a box on my sleigh rvith. a good lock and set out another ?5 miles

rrorth to an Indjan settlcii;ent. l"ly biggest problem t'ras my language, I couldn't

speak good tngljsh and no Cree. Before I !3n'Ypon un Indian house, I came across

an [nglish speaking Indian. l.le told me vrhat you cail a spoon, money, etc. in

Cree. I came tovrapds the irouse and tried to explajn to the v;ornan that ny

horses and Lr...,.,..ury and I vrould like to spend Lhe night. She didn't under-

stand. I scr^atched rny head and vrondered what to do. As I vras leavjng the house

I noticed solne hay by a sinal i 1og barn. I returned'to the.house and tried to

expla'in to them again, that I r,rould I ike to feed my horses. They just shook

their heads and said no, I pretended I didn't understand.them and went about

unharnessjng nty team. I put the trorses in the barn and fed them. The t'roman

came out of the house and started yelling at rne. St'ill pretending not to

uncjerstand, I contjnued feeding ihe horses. 0ut of cjespiratr'on, I r'rent into

the liouse arrd sat on a bench, t,ronderi ng t,;hat t'ras goi ng to i-ra[,pefl to me. I'Jhen

i.ire husbands calr,e lr0iile i coul d see tirat tl-rcy \'rere vely angny vri th me, but I

had no clroice, its I could rrot cal'ry on any furi-her arrd I couldn't stay outsjde

'in tl,e cOl d. I r',':rn;r.'d I;11'sci f ,p, 'iircn I r','ent outs jcje ;'rrd ,br-ought 
j'n the



rrerchdndise, that I ivas troping to sell. They r'rouldn't even look' it my goods

I.-,ntii i brought jn a roll of brocaded satin. One of the t';omen 'loolled up at me

and srnired. I vras rer-ieved. I took ar) my merchandise back to my sleigh and

sat doi;n on a berrch rrear the door.

Al1 of a sucjden, I lreard beils in the distance, which gradual ly carne

closer and stoppcd. It t';as a dog team. Three big rnen entered the cabin' I

r',,orrde red vrhat vroJl d t,ecolnB of tne. The \'Jomen vrere very exci ted and vlent on

rattling. I Lnew tlrat they vrere talking about me. Unfortunat'ely, I coulijn't

tell if they were arrgty at me. I could hear rny heart pourrding, thinking that

this vras the end of me. They kept drinl<,jng from a gallon-' I didn't knol t'rhat

i t vras. One of the Indians shovred rne in sign 'language, that he rvanted me to

brirrg the merchandise in. I quickly jurnped to my feet and started bringing in

the rnerchandise" They asked nre for the price for a sack of sugar' I looked in

.-rny bco[1et for the price, r'riiich rvas $2.25. The indian uncJ6rstood jt as '25('

rlrere t'rent my first sale- - - 'a $2'00 loss'

Then I Lregan exchangipg my goods for fur pe]ts' l-ater I found out that

Lhe house I vras in, tras an Indian chjef's house. It v;as also an Indian Reservation'

I r,iasn't allor,red to peddle my 900ds on a reservation- That is rvhy they didn't

agl-ee to lny staying there. Like the saying goes' "Forgive the dumb and the blind"'

I made out real good on this trip, because the price of furs in tdrnonton

r.,ent up even hjgher. After a couple of trips, I had enough. rroney to pay the

ciebt I ovred Bill. Later that year I paid ail my debts, a total of $900-00.

Bj i I nioved to Saskatchei,;an that 3,ear, so that I eft us as t'he only ilhi te

fanrily for rnjles around, like soine missioriary. l^Je corrldn't tnove anyvrhere'

because of our fjriarrc jal s jtual'ion. I,iy w'ife and I cl eared a bjt of land, a0d

i started nral:i|rg rry oiJn mac[-rjnery' to t';ork the land wjth' I r'anaged to buy an

-lld hil-se..por.;er, r',,h'ich served us l'il:e an errgine. This is a giant gear' which

l^uns riny sn,allLt !cot^S. Thjs 'is a drive siraft to driVe ar puliey oh a grain
J



crusher, thrashi rig rnachi ne, and many other things. It has four po'les stt"etch'ir,e

out ft-om the m'idd1e, r.rhf ch four teams of horses r.rould pul l ar-ound and around.

(tach team t,ras attached to a pole. ) This had trc,rnendous po\.rer. In later years

I used it on a thrashing machine, flour mill, and saw mjlJ. It now sits in i
nluseum. Sorne of rry homemade machiner] can be seen in the Ukrajnian museum at

Elk Islarrd Par"ll. I bujlt ny o\'.'n sar.rrnills, \vater-driven flour mjlls r,rhich r.rere

tnade of stone. ' i'Je bui 1t 22 buil dings, most of them made out of the lumber that

I cut m1,se1f. I rnade a 2 t.rheel \{agon as vrel I as many other thi ngs. I vient to

tor'rn durirrg the electjon and met one of the men running for office. His name

t'ras I'lr. l'lakoliuk. The next time I was in town, he called to me from the other.

side of the street, "Corne over and speak to me", he said. He told me if I'd vote

for him, he tvould try to he'lp us out sorrehow. Coming back home that time I

tlrought rnaybe i should vote for hjm. l'1aybe he could help me in some t{ay. A

I i ttle fur-ther rlovrn the r-oad, I got stuck in the tnud. (fh;s vras about 5 miles

from home). I t'ras fed up rrrith the mud and rough roads and still had the election

on rny mind. 5o i said to rny trife, "To heck rvith the r,;agon. \,Je'll just leave

it stuck here and ii,u. hur'ry vJe can stijl make the election. l,Je'll vote for

the inan that prr-orl'ised to lrelp us. " I'Je then nounted our lrorses, and went to the

po1)s. l'lhen v;e got Lrack !o our t,ragon !ie found a very hear.tbreaking incident,

a bear had vjsjtcd our \'Jagon., tore al'l our supplies, and sca*ulered them in'the

rnud. The flour, sugar and other things rve brought home.. This \,ias a great loss

to us. l'ie paid- dear'ly for that vote. Next tjme I was in tor.;n I nret l,lr. l'lakoliuk,

he pre'eended that he didn't even hnow r.,'ho I was. liow that the election was

over, he cjjdn't nced to kr.rol nie anymore.

Later tve got soine land cleared, and grew some potatoes and oats. l,le took

it up to llabasca, v:iricli t';as 50 rniles further north, and got good money for them.

I spclle to the lr,-nilJe F of the lJudson Bay. Conpany and also to the priests at the

r;,ission, i.ird tirey i.old irie they'd buy.,r'rything and cl,er3,t.hing t coutd rajse on



ry ferm. l.Je got a couple of pig'lets, and this t,ras tlre start for rajsing pi9s,

.., raised pigs and beef, rnade butter and later f'lour. l'le made it w'ith the f'lour

nill r,rhjch r';e purcliased. Hudsons Bay, and the mission bought all we could rajse'

ihe Indians vrould come, stay for the suntmer, and vrork for us in return, for milk'

39gs, potatoes, and flour. This became an every summer pilgrimage at,Rock Is'land

ior Indians seeking jobs. They on'ly stayed during the surnrer nonths jn thejr

lee.-pees. l,le gave ihem sepat'ated mjlk, from the l6 cot'rs vrhich !','8 wcl^€ miiking.

,le gave them jobs clealing 1and, and frelplng us in bui1d1'ng. l'Je had 28 men workirrg for

rs. Thjs r.ias very lrelpfu'l to the Indiarrs for there l'ras no vielfare, and most of

ihcm rrere nearly starvjng through the surnner months. I opened a store with

:ssorled rnerchandise. It rvas rnostly groceries, dry goods and hardrvare. I'ie traded

;oods jn return for the labour the nren put r'n for us, and gave credit for those

;hich r,,e couliln't i:rnploy. In the tvirtter there r'rouJd be rrobody ltere, but there

,et-e njen r.;liich gave credit to jn the suriitiler that i';ould bring us furs to pay

-,,iir debts. l,Je grerv food on our farm" and hauled it rvjth leams of horses across

the pelican l'lounta'ins, and 'large lakes, and s'lept in the snol-1, for rnany years-

l,Jhen the ch'ildren grew bigger they \','ere sent atvay to go to school , they

lived by themselves, 30 rnil es ar,;ay from horne. The nel school vtas buil t at

-al li'rrg Ia]le, arrd l4r. R"A. [.lic]ls. vras the teacher the re- He vras a medical student

ir-om the Unjversi'ty of Alberta who later served six years as a medical offiier

in Iia1y, Frarice, and ljolland cjurirrg the last v,ar years. Ii: is now statjoned

rt Col Belcher_Hgspital in Calgary. lJe often recalled his teaching days at

-alljng Lake, and said, "f doubt very much if tirere can be found, anyt^rhet^e'in

lanada, children to cqua'l tl're Tanasiuk boys. Their par^ents I jved 30 miles

irom Calling Lake school . Tirese yourrg bo;,s car,re and bu jl t a srnal l 1og cabin

rear the school , ond r.rlren the school \vas operled, they attended regu'l arly doi ng

- :ir or.rn coolli rrg ;rrrd r;ash j ng and cach t';ec,ke nd tl-rey \'rent l-r0rrie, barefoot, and

,er-e f-,ack in t'ine for s,chool on l'lcnday. Later the ;'ottrrger. chil dren had hired



i'-.;chers at lrc,nre untjI the oldest one v;as l3 years o1d. Then they djd the same

as the older ones. This r.rasn't easy for smal'l children but it had to be done.

Don't think r,re djdn't love our children, we rvorried about them too, but we had

to do vrhat r,ras best for tl-rem. Our gratjtude and thanks go out to the two tedchers

v,'ho came, and taught our children for minimum t,/ages in our home (l'lissrJenny Sawka

and l'iiss l,lancy Pcedjarka). l,Je had l2 chjldren but, to our deep sorrow, we lost

2 boys, 6 year o1d Danny and B year old Alex. they r,randered into the forest,

and never returned. To this day, I find it very hard to talk about. I don't

think my wife fras ever gotten over our two'lost sons. t^le had searched ttre forest

for riany days, not even knowing which vray they vrent. l,iany people helped us search.

One day I carre across hro sets of footprints in the mud, they vrere beJieved to

be those of our children;" I r'rept over the prints and kissed the tracks. I set

out cal l ing ar,d i'urrrrirrg but tircre iiasn't a trace to be found. l,le stopped searching

about 2 uceks 1ot.er, but i rea11y never stopped. Every time I vrent hunting or

even nature v;alking I kept my cyes out for remains, and the same bras of my wife.

I don't think, that as long as I live, I''l1 forget l4ay 16th, l93L

It tvas at this tirne that my eldest daughter, Lena was niarried, and the depression

set in heavy. Durirrg the cJepression years some Indian famil ies r^rere near starvation.

Iiris r';a5 r.,hen lhe Indian men \.rere trapping, and it tur-ned cold. They rvere unable

to t'eturn. I t r,ras at th j s tinre that I brought tire famil i.es food, and saved thern

f i^om starving. I.lhen the ln,Jian rnen retur^ned from trapping, they vJere very gratefu'1.

The Indian ci-rjef even named me "l'leestez" r,rhich means blood-brother. Almost every

time that I v;ent to tovrn I br^ought someone back and t.hey stayed with me until they

co ul d su pport th ciirs cl ves .

lliren I r,.;,+" io ioi.,'n arrd s,tal,rd ove rn'ight, I ntet a riran narned Tony Gal eta, he

1:'ld ire all r.:,r-,i,rl iiis l',rd ll;t[:. iJe li;rd r'o iroine to ca]l js or.;n, and hjs rvife t,ras

cl,riirrg out of i-iie Iirrrtal Institulion. lle had no place to take her. I thought for

ar,'iii'l e nrrd :,u'id, "l,on't r.;or11, l;iy i-r^-iind, I rr'jl I help ),DU. , i vrjll take you to rriy



l-rg;e and start you.up ii; business for y0urself and tlhen;vou can, you v/i'll l"epay

,riie. " Iir. Gal eta so'ld hi s bel ong'ings and got $40.00 for them. He gave this to

rie and I got him a store license, and a fur buyer's licanse (tiiis cost me $30.00).

Then I took him to l,,rabasca, and found him a place for a store. I bought hin'

r;Le rchandise to selJ, and stayed vrjth him for avrhile, to show hjm the business.

The f j rs t r.ri nter I irel p,ed hirn al l I coul d. in the second r'ri nter l'ln. Gal eta

bcught liirrself a team of dogs, and hauled his mer ciiandise on his oi'rn and 'later

paid back the rioney iie oi.red rne. I heard about another fami'ly that vras very poor

and brought thc,rn hc.rnie too. I set them up in an abandoned acreage, and helped

them out until they were.,ble to support themseJves. These people led a good

l'ife here for nine years. Once I tried to help an Indian start a new home, arrd

I have him some ljvestock, and a job. This man stayed only a fetv years, and then

;,roved tiack to lrjs lL,ser-vdtion.- It rvas because he didrr't like farming. His

l'€ason for this \.Jas aS he said, "Tlte chjcllen on'ly lays one igS u day".

During the lrungry 30's many trappers Iived in cabins in the Pel ican l''iountains

r.;hich r';as eiglrt riril es arvay flom qy l'rorne. At Christnias and [asLer, my wife vrould

cock a big mea'l , because we r.iere sure that they'd be doivn for holidays, v;hether

ti'ey knew us or not. They r,rould corne and bring their bedd'ing. They r';ould eat,

sing, and enjoy ihe v;arnrt.h of our home; l,Je vrould set our nine foot table tvro or

ihree times a day 1"or them. I never locl:ed my door for anyone. l'ly l-rospitality

'i,,as l:noirn to al'1. l'1any governnrent people vrould stay at nry place on their \vay north.

R.C.l'1.P.'s, geologr'sts, game r,iardens and fjre fighters, were of a few',that were

r.relcone people. l'lany people stayed at our place while they vtere looking for the

Iial ter Ki I I ba p1;irre. l.iany times rvhen the t.reather tvas bad, snial I pl anes rvoul d I and

on our fields or on Rock IsJand Lake, and tvait until the storils be1ew over. I

never e>:pected a perrrly for this. Soiiret'irnes planes vrould land in our fields'

--,r,d 'r-he pcople r,;ould tahe rn;l lrorses, and go to the mountains for v;hatever the'ir

;ic.rs r,cre. I a1r,,,;,s \r,or-l.ud l,ord, and,hircd nany unri;rployed or tl'oubled people.
/



jndjans from l,labasca, Sandy Lake, and llrose Lake, t'rou1d corne'loolljng for t'rork.

Because there lvas no government he'lp i n those days; they trere desperate.

lJe thought of moving, but it seerned our life v;as easier here, than any

other place jn Canada. !,Je had about 200 acres of land under cul tivation. - l^le

had also bought a thrashing machine, and olher farm maclrinery. 
I

In l93l , r,re started an B0 ft. Ay lg?ft barn, out of 40 ft. logs rvhich vrere

hued on both sjdes to nrake them flat, and had to Lroom the logs across Rock Island

Lake. This l:c-pt a few rnen r,rorking al I surrurier. The next ttvo surn-ners I made a

shirrgle-splitting machine. This r,;as made out of a heavy beam with a blade on

tlre side, and five handles, one in fr-ont, and tvro on each sjde. We'd cut 12" iong

b'locks, and r're'd put them under the beam r.rhich was lifted by 5 men, and dropped

dor,rn. tach time it vras dropped it would spljt one shingle. it took 2 sunnners

to rr;ake shirrgli:s, irrrd 1ay'r-lrein act-oss the barn roof. I t',as very proud Of it

vrhen vre r,repe l''irral ly finisi'red. The bar^n t'tas 1ar'ge cnough for B teams of hot'ses,

and about 60 head of cattle. In the coining of wiriter I f.inally bought a 24 horse-

po\.rer one cylirider statjorlery engine. This rvas a very big help. I'le could thrash

rr,heat, cut luirrber, saw r,;ood, and even saw sorne of the shing'les for our hog barn.

In the next year I bought a genuine flour mill, and discarded our stone mill. This

unabled us to prodLrce our or,rn floup; and sell it to the m.issjon.' then we bought

a 24 horsc-porJer steel-rilreeled waterloo lovl-boy n,agnetic type tractor- fffis-

tractor abled us to brcak new 1and, and do many otl-rer'uh.ings. By now l'ie \^/ere known

as a stopping place betvreen Calling Lake and l,labasca. l,le kept- all the roads opened

'in this 80 nrile stretch betvreen Calljng Lake and l{abasca. It usualiy took us

tvro to'"hree t.;eeks cveiy fa11 to clear tl-ie road for the rvjnter. l'Je cleared avray

lhe falling 1ogs, and repaii'ed the t.;aslrouts and bridges. t{obody subsidized us for

i-his.

l,ie buil t a mcdern tliree fl oor spi it*l evel house on a cenent foundation.

There rras'a.ci^r:el:.'r^urrning 'in f r'ont of the house uith an island on'it, fveryone



\.ias glad to see thjs place after a long journey, and kneiv the doi'r't'rould a'lirays

be open lo them. l{y rvife was a courageous lady r,rho gave birth to 7 chi'ldren

here in this yrjlderness, and never complained.

In .l946 
rve were forced io move, because of the heavy taxes 'levied on us'by...

the govcrnment. l,le had to pay for the'logs r,rhich r,;e had cut in the,past. l^le also

had to pay for our flour mill and bacl:-taxes on our land. I thought this vras

very unfaii, because ihere r.rere no roads or schoo'ls. l,Je kept the roads up for

oursel vcs, dnd r;any other peop'le. Somet jrrres the government peopl e vrou'ld stay at

our place fo.r ? or 3 days because of bad rveather. I discussed this r^rith ry wife,

and i,re decided that our iiealth rvas failing; and v;e r{ere getting old. Our children

r';ere lcaving horne to le.ad their o',{n lives, and they were doing a good iob of .it.
1,,1e cjecidcd to move to Calling Lake. l,Je bought some 1and, and built a house, store,

,:r'td d hall. l,ie hacJ riiovjes and ciances in the hall. l'le t'rere doing very r''el1 with

our store. i lrope our store rviil carty on after we are ion., because v,,e've had jt

since 1g?1- (:6 years). For rnany ),ears, jt rvas called "Nick's General Store",

now it's callcd I'iooschorn l'larket; I sold it to my sons because I'm retired now

and i i'rope to liu"tr,"r" for the rest of our ljves in our ljttle house. l,le have

gone Lhrough a lot together. Don't get rne vrrong, we had just as many happy days

as r;e did rrnliappy. tf I could live rny life over aga'in, I'd do some of the things

di fferent, but irrost of them the satne.

I
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Furs at erawford's Store, about 1917.

Mr, George McKinnon was a well known
trapper who came to Calling Lake ia
appibxiamately 191-0. His home was at
whbt is novr known as Suceor Oreek.

R-i.,.r., '.',

Quiet life in a eabin across the Lake'
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Do Srou remember when the
Health Center was just a drearo?

Here Mr. Eob Logan fits the
logs together' during +-he building
of the llealth Centern in the.
Autur:*n of 1956. ?he logs and
Labor* were donated.

The first nurse was Blme(nienf)
Knapp, who made most of her calis
by travelling on footl she eane
from Fenna. U.5"A. before. coning
north t-o Oanader, (Calling'Lake) -

1950"

One of the first group of ehildren to
make their first Comrsunion in the ol-d

Catholic Chr-rrehrwere the boys shown here.

fhe Rev", Sisters condueted Cateehi'sm

classes prior to the nemorable event"

In th.e photo
are:

1. Johnny Auger
2. Victor Gladue
3, iloward Ro,e
4" Yictor Logan
5," )
8. ) The Rev.. Sisters

';'ffBk
6.

1?:
12.

Cordon Cardinal
Joesph Gl-adue
Rolly Logan
Cilbert Gladue
Donald Gambler
Gitbert Cardinal



Eddie Sanuelson made this snow-
nobile when he was about f.5
years o1d" IIe made the skiis, and
carved the propeller from bireh"
The engine was a llardy-Davis:on
l-aycle notoreyele engine,
Inside are Harr;i' and Phytlis
Petergon.

Eddie Samuelsog, Phyllis and Harr;r Peters,on stand o:n their bog.tr $h.rch
itself srtands i"6"u"" i" the iee. They had taken Cunnar across the lake
;;t-t;";pilg. ut["" they returned, thLy found their boat frozen fast'
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Ttie adverrture of building a log sc!:oolliouse t,alces not only hr:"t work
but, means solving napy,problenrs. The problen of laek of teachels,rmoney
and equipnent wene ehalJ-enged by the pioneetring spiri.t of, idr..l{cfntosh and

fotr Gislason(above) and uang other wiffing hand-e who devoted theirefforts to c'ompleting the first eomnunity sehoolhou$€o,

the "old 1og sc"hiool"
building on the

was the fir'st
present school

sehool
site,

1". Chester Tfebb
2, Bob Day
3" Frank Crawford
4"Ralph Crawford
5. Percy Price
6.Babe Webb
7. IIaruy Feterson
I, Pltyllis Day
9, Jeen CrawforC

lO" Lloyd Crawford
11. liarry Price
l-2. Ken ','/alton
13. George lfebb
14, Oeorge Crawford
15. Mr" Meyers
16- Shirlev Walton
1?. Phylli-s Peierson
18. Doris MePherson
19.. Peggy Webb

;,=tr
4'> 

"l\ *.rir

'r-?._q|

.) 
^ 
j;i

-*
**fi1

!F-r-

f,rttilt &*ge$%"
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i,Ir. Cis.I"eson's {tost dependable
means of transpertotion.
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,9.
ren
by

yesrs eBO, the
made their way

dogteain.

Crswfcri chil-d-
to school

?he first airplene
Jinr l-{c Intosh "

o'rvned by i:leTritr:oh !s boinbadier could
anyv",here"
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I'eed your hides tanned?
Eager eyes watch the PreParation
of a large noosehide for tanning.

?iill it make -
mi"tts, mukluks, or ilocassins?
dress or drum?

lacing or leggings?
bags, belts or britcties?

Gunnar Peterson and son Harry
and daughter Phylis. An fndian
working.

A nice thiek, juiey
noose-steak would be a

ehange.

Haruy and Phylis Peterson



,^ALL 
D '6" n

n€.Lleve, lr ?

Vfearing his pr'ettiest
mj.nd being photographed.

Calling Lake's welJ-known
at the age of ?'years?
( Ja*e Gislason)

dressn this young toddler doesn't
iiould J'ou believe that he is

mail e'arrie:'

Al1 dreesed up in Sunday
costune would focl anyone.

eoul,dn't resist a sm.iLe at

ChiLdhood sweetheart's n Shirl"ey
and Lloyd poee for a snap out-
side the ehurch where they
just "got hitched".

best,, his
lVlike just
the birdie.



Until about i0fOOO years ago the Calling Lake erea was covered
with a thick area of glacial i-ce whlch had come from the north-
east. F/hen the ice melted the lake was forrued' It was rsuch

hLgher than lt Ls nowe Not too long after early Indians moved

into the area, whlch has been ascertalned by finds of charcoal
from flres and tools used. Fron the tool foundr it shows they
had important relatlons with people farther to the north and

north-east. The techinque of maki-n6 bladesr long naruow flakes
of stonel has been found at other early sltes ln North West

Territories, Alaska, Yukon and Northern Euraela. Certain styles
of projectile points, spear polnts or dart points(which occurred
ln the Calling l,ake slte) are also found in prehistoric Indtan
campsites on the prairles., indicating that the Calling take
lndians had contact wlth those to the south. rrunquotett.

Apparently varlous fndian trlbes have come and gone over the
centuries. The fndlan people lluing here now are not the direct
descentants of the earlier people. Historical records lndlcate
that the creo spread into the western part of their s.rea or
temitory only several centuries &gor

trl$e left with the two ecows and a york boat from Athabasca
Land.ing on June ]n 1899r wj.th a party all- told of 50 eouls
and. only 1] avaJ.labLe trackers to start lvlth. t' 2

Trackers were usually metie or fndians. They ueed ropes to puI1
the boats or canoesr either from shore or ln the waterr where

the boate night 6round on sand bars or ln ehallow water*
Becauee of the ardurous condltionor trackors seldom lived
beyond thelrty-five years of a6er
l.{r. }4alr remarked that the co}nson language spoken mostly
qras Cree with a bit of Sngli-eh and trlrench. This referred to
the Journay on the boat.
The part f wtll tel1 about here ls their stop at the Calling
River where it emptibs Lnto the Athabasca' The Cal.ling River
leaves Calllng Lake at the south-east corner and meandere

aiml.eesly through the meadowl like a twisted snake. Ten to
twelve nnlles downstrearn l-t starts itrs deecent to the Athabasca
River. ft becomes increasingly swlfter causing raplde at lntervals.
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The mestis people more than llkely took the overland route. For
they lvere waltj-ng on the banke for Fir. t{Fi" and hls party to
pay then scrip. In the book he remarked/ ttThe banks were covered
wlth teepees and many people. The total amount of ecrip we paid
was 1 r$43t on].y 48 of this was for landrtt he sald.

In treaty #8 the metls had clalns ae weLl. They could have 160

acre6 (if tnere was room) or scrip for land to the value of $240.
They could claim land where they chose and get title. They could
sell the land afterwards bu.t could not seIl the scrlp.

Here the author rrentions meeting a Marie Rose Gladues who was a
half-sister to Catherlne Bisson of Lesser S1ave Lake. As Mr. F1air

had net Catherlne there, he wae aware of the fact that Catherine
was born on New Yearrs Day in 1793, which made her 106 years old.
Marie Roee clairaed ehe was five years older bringing her to 1'l 1

years old. I'{arie Roee Gladue told Mr. Fiairp how she remembered

the wars of her people with the Blackfoot and the tfdancing of the
captured scal"ps" 11 ,She remembered buf falo being plentiful i-n

CallJ-ng Lake. She aleo saj-d (througtr an interpreter) in those
early years supplles came by way of fsle La Crosser Beaver Rlver
and Lac La Blcher Her birthplace wa6 Lesser $Iave Lake. Mr. Mair
ealdrtr her hair was grey and blackr her face a mass of wrinkLes
but her hands $tere soft and delicate. She could walk without
assista.nee. Sbe let Hr. l,lair be photographed wlt'h her.tr

During the trip they hired a runner by the na&e of ttHatcheeeerr to
dispatch thei.r l-etters back to the Landing. In some cases travel-
ltng up to 12O niles. He had been known to run from Athabasca
Landing to Fort Hdmonton (p) miles) in one day.

The treaty party headed back up the river arrivlng four days later
at Athabasc&. Landing.

The northern waterways were used extenelvely for transportation
to a leseer degree the tralls. There was the wlnter road going
to $iabasca that passed through Ca111ng Lake. This may have been
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the way ltevillion trlrs ca"m to establleh thelr outpoet here
in 1910. An old Indian told an early white settler that he snared
oixty lynx on one aeason at Calling Laker at the turn of the
century. The amaztng thing ahout it1 ls that they were all taken
withln a two mile area along a pine ridger No doubt other furs
were Juet as plrntj-fuL Ltkely the peak of the rabbit cyc1e.

At the signing of Troaty #8 at*f/abaeca, there were 200 treatiee
paid and Juet as many metls present. The late Jean Baptste Gambler

of Calling Lake was aleo present. Born in 1857. it is possible
hls fantly were nomadj.c. On November 211, 1903 he maruied Adelai.de
Mayas (from Island Lake) at Calling Lake. The Rev J.B. Giroux
O.Fl.I. officiated. It was through the efforts of Jean Baptlste
that a reserve a mile square was deslgnated for the treaties.
He and Adelatde were the first to live on lt' They had a garden

chlckens and livestock. t'hey would travel to Wabascal Athabasca
or t"loose take for supplies. t'hey would kill moss6 or deer for food.
Along the way rabblt or bear prouided meat'4

Jean Baptiste or the ol.d chief ae he was so often calledr broke
hj-s leg. His sons took him dot+.n the Calling Rlver ln a c&roor
A; they got further down they porta6ed h1n and the canee ovaf,-

land in quite a few places, reachLng the Athabasca Rtver they
still had to paddle eixty riLles upstream to the Landing. They

got him to the hospital safely. I{e lived to 98 yeara oldtseeing
so many changes over the yeare. Hi.s wife used to nrake thler clot-
hes fron hometanned moosehlde or deerhide and sewn with sinew. r
Thier teepees were made of seven or eight moosehj.des sewn togetireri
Fron the flles of the Athabasca ilcfuo June $r 195?t T quoterrivir.

l"icfntoeh brought down a dozen treaty fndlans from his area to take
part ln the parade for the offical opening of the new steele bri-dge.

The group was headed by Jean Baptiste Gambler 950 carp i.ng hj-s

rnuzzle*loadi.ng Sunr powder hornn shot bags etc' He wore his
headdress and frlnge legglngs. He also wore his Queen Vj-ctoria
medal $rhlch was granted to him in 1877.(llach of the Chlefs were

given a meclal from {jueen Victoria at the time of her ascensj-on

to the throne).
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The Honorable Gord.on Tayloro I'finister of Hi-ghways made the

deelaration after repre$enting the south slde of the rivert
p) year old Jean Baptlste, representing the north sidet by

sawlng through a heavy birch log which barricaded the north
of the structure. The assemblage burst forth si-ngingt ltFor

a Jolly good fellow.rl

offical
with

end

hels

The first commercial flshing here was done by Jack Publicovert
a pioneer fisherman of l.iorthern lakes. Thetrwinter caughtrt lvhi-te

fish were hauled across the Athabasca Rlver where a storbhouse

was erected. After that they were hauled by the fri.egirt teams

returning enpty fro$ ilJabasca and the Peace Rlver country. They

were frieghted on into Edmonton. The rallroad didnft come through

until 1g1?. Two well known frighters, C.J.R. $Jhj-teley and trbed

Ilnderwood are stj-ll allve. (tfris was at the tlme publicatton)5

I.ir. George i"lcl(lnnon, Dutch l4i11er and Otto lierbertr settled
at Sucker Creek (Calling Rlver) in 1916. They made their 1i.ving

by trapping. Thie same year l.{r. Jaeob Crawford and family c&trs€r

rVhat a fascinati.ng ht-story he had. Born in lceland in 1855r &s

Jacob $lgurdier Sigurd^son, he migrated to Northern Hlnnieta in
18?3, Just a. lad of elghteen tender years. Conplled onrvard in
tho search of adventure, led hirae to Manitoba in 1876. He was

a runner for General Sam $teele on the legendary treks west

during the Reil Rebell-ion. lle was a special Constable for the

N.1V.M.P. As he spoke Cree fh.lently and several other langUageql

he was just as much at home in the Indlan canps of the west a6 he

was on the mudd.y streets of Fort Garuy. Ile applied for land ln
I,ianitoba and" during the process the authories decided to Anglesize

hls name from Sigurdson to Crawford. $o rather than lose his land

over technicalitj-es he kept the name crawford.

A pretty little gi-rl named llilga fllveason (trer father was & Bishop

in Sceland) caught Jacobls oler They were naryied ln Fort Garry

November 1T t 1886. They lived at Shoa1 Lake and l'Jild Oaks Han'

There was an Lcelandlc settLement at Glnnli-. As later on we will
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note Gieli Gj-slason cam fron thi"s &T€B.r iie married, Flarsaret
Crawford, a daughter of Jacobsf and Hllgasr. fn all Jacob and.

Illlga had five glrls and five boys. They aLso lost two at birth.

Before movlng wostr Jacob had explored most of the lahes in nortern
Alberta for the rich and bouyant iiiinnlpeg fLsh market, approxl-
mately at the turn of the century.

The Crarvford family Left }tanitoba with a v/agon train of 5O Red
I{lver carts utith Indian drivers. These Ox-carts carrled fre$ght
to the outpoets in the west. fn 1911 they settled at Athab&BC&.r

lle was working for the Boathe Fieh Company. The company broke
their contract with h1rn by glving i.t to another. fn a fit of temper,
Jacob threw the compeny representatlve out the hoteL window. ,

Doei-dlng to move again, he obtained two boats and a scowr Loadlng
up all hLs posseseions and the fanil-y and headtng down river.
iitopping at Callj"ng River where i-t entered the Athabasca River.
From there they calne overland to Cal.ling Lake, havlng to ford
several creeks on the w&f,r Livlng in tents untll they could build
a 1og house wlth sod roof. Also a shelter for wlnter food and

fieh. Bl-ueberuies and cranbemies were plentlful in suffinerti&e.

fhat i,rlnter Gisli Glslason and Oscar (Jacobts son) fished
copmercj.ally at Calling Lake. The lake ls about 9 miles hy 12

milee long. There are no island on it. People would use horses
and a cabooser In the caboose they would bave a ssal1 stove with
a stove pipe protruding from the top. In this nianner, lt could
be reasonably comfortable to net fi-sh, even in cold weatherl
as 1on6 as you have a place to warm up in.

So ln 1917 Gisl1 decided to move hls famlly to Cal1lng Lake from
Man:itoba. They cane ln over the muskegs almost loeing a horse in
a bogr They only managed to save i.t by pulli.ng it out with two
other horses' They settled by the lake on the east eide, adjunct
to the rlver+ The summer was a busy tine wlth bul.lding, in
preparatinn for.wlnter. fhe harsh cli-mate d1dnf t phaee Gisl5. as
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he had been born ln Grendauikr lceland and rnigrated to Gimli,
l"ianitoba in 1881 .

In 1917 n Oscarr &s foreman and a crew of men cut a road through
the bush to Deep Creek (about 25 niles southeast of Calling Lake)

but lt stiil Etas a five day trip to Athabasca, two days on the
road, one ln townn two days returnlng.

Stan1ey, a younger son of Jacobts, recalled iuialking down the pack

tralls following the telegraph line to Athabsscar 0n the way

baclc home they would build a scow to f,loat their supplles down

the river to Calling RiYer. The next stop was walkl-ng the twenty
four miles to the Lake. They were baek again next day with the

team and wagon to pick up the eupplles.

In the urinter the winter road to"f/abasca was usedr &6 it passed

througl: Calli-ng La,ke. If lt could only talk what tales it cuuld
tell of the frelghters hardships all along the w&f,e The freighters
used Calling Lake as one of their stopping pointsr liay vias needed

for the teans and there was plenty due to fact that the previous
surrmer the Crawford boys had put up tons of hay. There are rnlles

and niles of meadows down the Calling Ri-ver.o

The teLephone line was built in 1921, but due to forest flres,
hi6h windse lt was found too eostly to rnaintai.n. The Alberta
Government sold it to J.H. I'{clntosh who also found the cost
prohj-bitive and instead of acquired a private commercial wire-
less statl-on. This r,ras indeed helpful to all the coranunlty.
YIr. l4cJntosh (from novs on Ir11 iust call him i4r. l"lac as eYery

one used to) had spent several years on the northern frieght trails.
He eane from Ft. Bentonl Flontana. I'iiss Laflamer and her eousin

came from Clarence Creek in the Ottawo reglon. They canewest for
adventure.

F1lss Laflaner met I{r. Mac and they got marcied j-n Hdmonton' Her

cousin went back east. Flrs. llac had been born in Hull, Quebect

so she spoke French fl1rently and later on Cree just as we1l"

Flrst they moved. to Lac La Bl-che for a while, then to Donat1v1119r
Alberta. They met Peggy Fredrlcks and her husband and together
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the two familles cam to calling Lake in a covered w&gorrr tr'or
many years 01d Peggy (as ehe was known) was the number I ruidwj.fe.
i"lacls and 3'redrieks 1anded here l"{arch 28, 19i8. }4r. Iviac was a
veteran of the Boer Vdarr

For tlvo winters they lived in a shack up at the north end of the
lake. The second wlnter had a newer shack. Then he moved onto
a homestead (the preoent fam11y site) where he started to buy
fur and fieh from the Indiens.T

Iuir. I,iac was instrumental i-n getting a post offlce at Ca1]1ng tuake.

I{e wont to the city and saw the postal superintendent in 1919,
The aruangeraents were that Mr. Ivlac would act as Poetmaster for
one yearl free of charge and would camy mail twiee monthly for
S15qO0 a trip on a temporary asreement. At the endof the period
it vras deci-ded to continue j.t' Mr Gi-sli Gislason took orrer as
maj.l camler (he rvas also part tine ranger)s I1r. I,lac as Postmasterl
untj.l 1960. Glslj.ts son Jake took over as mail caruier in 1931

and did that for forty $€&rsr fn dry Feasons he used a team and

lvagon, when it was wet a pack horse' In 1936 ne eame j-n once a
week and by 1961 (when cLvj.li-zation ha-d crept in) ever)i fr.-lesday

and. Friday*

?he frist schooi rvas j.n Glslasonrs small store' The supplies were

taieen j-nto the lj-ving room to accomodate the pupJ-Is* Seeing the
neea for a norc prena:':.ent school for the childrenl I'ir* liac pllgrim-
aged again to iicimonton, this time io rnlsit the Deputy l"ilnister of
.ilrlucatioi:. This was in 1924* Again he struck up a dealp the
conditions belngl the parents had to buj.ld and equi-p the echool
and provlde $1OO a year towards the teacherfs salary. The

govern*ment would provide a teacher for 5 months of the year
and pay the salary. The fj.ve months were I'iay to september* The

first school in Glslasons horne was down by the riverl the new

one was bullt ] miles north' i'irr t.lac and i{r. Gi.slaeon were in
eharge v.rlth others helping.

loir. Irlick Tanasulk from Pekan, Alberta had come tl:.rough Calling
Lake in 1917 but noved onto Rock Island and settled there. Two

of hi.s boys Jin and Hike, hearlng of the new school at Ca11in6 Laket
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declded tbey wanted en educatlonl Sor they came down and built
a shack along eide the school, this way they could attend every
day. Come Friday night they headed backr walklng home t'h'e 15

railes. On lfonday, they walked back for school. In the summer ti.me

the d.ays are long for it is hardly dark by midnightr except rvhen

itrs cloudly.

'Ihe frist school inspector was Hr* Le Blanc who eettled school
d.isputesr He wae well- known all CIlrer the north country'

fn 192O I'ir. i'tac took an active part in a ftsi.lent movierr fllmed
at Banff. lt was called rrThe valley of $llent Fienl based on a
book by the eame name by Jarnes Oliver Curwood.

I4r" Iuiac was also a frlend of Bill Caneron, the author and sole
survl-vor of the Frog Lake l"iassacre' l'{r. Iuiac vras a avid historian
reading eany boohs he had aceumulated over the years.

llost children have catsl blrds or dogs for petsr but Jaki-e

Gislasonte unique pet was a $oos€e The rnother had been shot when

it was a babyr $o the Gislasonts bottle fed it. Now a baby Bioose

is gangly and cute but not a two year old. ft would push open

the door, wa1!r across the floorr pl-op clorvn in front of the stove
and go to s1eep. ft takes a 1ot of sawy to deal with an almost
full grown floos€r One day Jake decided to go fishlng so off he

started in the boat. The moose saw him go and he plowed into the

water cor*-Lng closer all the time. Jake felt a blt uneasy to
say the least. iv-hen the moese w&s along side Jake took the oar and

whomped. i'r!m one over the nose. The moose indignantly slvan back

to shore and. went stomping op do the stover sulklng for two dayst

before he would forglve Jake.

Another colorful pioneer silas Chester I?ead Dayr Buffalo as he nas

called by all' He had worked &s a Canadian Custons Officer at
the IJ.S.A. border, next golng to lfova $cotj.a then settling at
Calling Lake rorith his farnily ln 1928. I4r. Day leased 42 quarters
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of land, nostly meadowsl He brought in a carload of cattle and

a carload of Percheron horses beeides carloads of machineryr vrire
&' supplies. Fir. "rtiebbr &tr old timer in the areap helped hirn

skid out logs for buj-ldings. i'ir. Tom Zwortnr fitted then together
and they used huge logs for the house ahd barns.

About 6O tons of meadov,r hay was put up in a seasonr stacked l-n the
meadows to be irauJ-ed hone later' In spite of all thej-r hard work

many of anlmals dled. It j-s a well knov*n fact now that anlnals
brought in frorn the outslde cannot stand the hordes of black
fli-een deer flios, buIl dogen and mosqui-yos" f f they managed

to survive they build. up an I-ramuntty to it.

In 1950-J1 s ItIr, Day and Joe Uchytil blazed & ne$r roadl that becane

a more direct route to Athabsscar Hrs' Day operated a small store
fnom 1939 - 53. TheY had I chj-ldren.

In 1922 ctesirlng a bit more civilizatlonl Jacob Crawford moved

to a farn west of Athabaeca'r Bob and Ingram had done serviee in
the arrny overseasr so had Ralph who was gassed and di-ed oYers€asr

Bob marrled tlel"ia Laurin in 1925 and they settled at Deep Creek

unt1l con:tng to Calll.ng Lake in 1938.

Jacob once fisherman, trapper, fur buyer, constablel rtrnnerl L)01V

turned farmerr (our versatible ploneer) wLth socc€F$* For when

enteringsamples of wheat and oate in the Edmonton i?inter Fair
( t gag - 29) ttrey vron Champion Alberta Honors. He was presented

with & cupr Both Hilga and Jacob died in 1930 and were burled on

the farm at Athab&scar Stan, Ocsar and Ingram moved back to Ca111n6

Lake. Stan and Oscar started a store and fur trading post (Suttonfs

now 1i*ve at the site). The 1og house vras built in typical Icelandi-c

style , 34 ft long anct J2 ft wide. Here you easily hang nets vtith
sideLine then lead and fl-oat it. There was quite a bi-t of
conmercial fishing goi"ng on at that tlme.

People had good fun tines too. Hvery two weeks there was a dance;
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with admlssion of 25g.,. Stan and Tngrarn played thel-r fiddles well
into the wee small hours. Fox socials were quite the in thing
ln those days. One lady told rne they often used moosemeat for
the sandsriches. Bob and Oscar had a small sawmill* i4rr l"fac had

the first steam englne sawmlll, which j.e now I.n the museum at
'uri etaslrwi:: r Alberta.

FIr. liraltonn (* neighbraur of ours) totd uB a story about lluffalo
Dayr This happened sometirne in the forties. l3uffalo was a
veteran of the Boer lYar and the First lVorld 'v"'iar. I{e was having
treatment at the I'ieroburn Out Pati-ents Clinic i-n Hdmonton. I{e

was convalescing at Government I{ouse. On hearlng that Prime
i"iinister iit Laurent vras coming in on the C.N.R. he quickly dressed

in his best clothes and donning his wi*ite Stetson hatt he humied
down to the stati-on. The Prirne l-linister was stepping down from

the traino suryounded by reportere and well wishers' Buffalo
armed with his gold headed caner qulckly dispersed the crowd

in hi-s irnperial mannerr walking up to the Frime Hlnl-ster he

stuck out his hando booming tti'{r.5t. Laurentl fln Buffalo
llay from CalJ.i.ng Lake.rt They shook hands rrigorously. l'{ow canrt
you irnagine the P.14. shaklng his head thoughtfully and aeking
hirnselfl rlow who iB this Buffalo Day.

The majority of people have always settled on the est side of the
lalre. I{ovreverr in 19330 Gunner and Annl-e Peterson went and settled
over on the uest side. They trapped and flshed there for ten yeare.
lilhen thei.r two children, Haruy and PhylLs v,rere ready to 6o to
school they decided to move to the east side. Annlers parents were

lirring on this sLde. l,lr. Feterson migrated from Sweden. Flrs.
Peterson came from I{Ova .Soetia. As a er0a11 girl ehe was in the
Iialifax exploslonr Host of all those early poineers are $orter
iutrs. Delia Crawford sti.il lives here. The fanlly of Jean Baptiste
Gambler live at Calling Lake and Athabasca. Thre grandmother

of Vlctor Fiche told him a long time ago that their people caffie

to l,ac La Biche during the Reil Rebellion. The Fiche family
moved to Baptiste Lake but some;went as far north as Hay Rivert
IV. tiJ. T. Granma Piche lived to be i O$ years o1d. Her first huslland
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--\ dled and ehe $aruied a seeond t*,me' a Firr Oampous sh6 oatlived
hime al-sor I
?reatlee eti].l l1ve on the res€rysr The netls outnumber the treattes
by a Large maJori.tyn al.theugh eone treatLee have eoLd their r1-ghtsq

Silthin the J.aet several" decades eh&nges have o€cured left and

rtght -

from & E&6 rGoE Lo6 eehool to a nedern eonplex

from shaeke to new traL}ere
frou narrsw auekeg traiLe ts a broe.d paved highway
from ceal oi3. Laaps to electrtclty
frorn wood heating to propane
fros ploneeriag to asdern 3"J-viag



F]R$TS AT CALLING LAKU

First native fanilies - Jean Baptiste Garnbler
GrandebaLs
Cardinals

Y{hite sett}ers - Crawfords r Gislasons r Flelntosh
Fi.rst echool - in Glslason store
Fltch and Fox Farm operated by Gislasonfs
Cattle & horees Ef,€a- Bentlyt Bower and Tanasrriks i-n 1920

Flrst telephone line ln 1921

lnsta].Lation of post offlce and nal.l serice 1921

f'ur buyer and store - Jacob Crawford
Sehool built j.n 1924
,Stean engine power sawmill - Mr. Mcfntosh
Hj.nk ranch - !lr. Hcfntosh
First church * Roman Catholic built ln i942
trlish Inspector - Ludwig ,Silver
Publ-lc Health Nurse - Ii{iss Hay ( now Mrs. Parr)
Alrplano - ttpobtntt owned by P1r. l'{clntosh
First vehlcle - jeep and truck owned by lvlr' Mclntoeh
Martin raised - Ken Sutton
Flsh plant - l4r. I"{cfntosh
Ellefson lumber rnill - first opportunity for loca1 employraent

Flennoni-te ,Servj-ce Unlt in 1955 started fi-rst klndergartenn
also a nur6e livi-ng here.
Touriste cablns started. opening in 1915

First Proteetant church - 1955

Povrer carue ln 1966

,School lunches for children - 1974



REFERHNCtr$ U$HD:

f41. page 1 Exerpts fron the Newsletter of the Archeological
Soclety of Albertar written and edited by Dr. Ruth
Grven in 1966.

#?. pase 1 Frorr the book rrThru the Haekenize Baslnrr by Charles
Halr (of Lethbri.dge) which vivI.dly descrlbes the
Treaty Coranissions journey from Edmontonr leavlng
Athabasca Landing on June ]r 18991 returnlng ,Sept'
1Br 1899. Fotnts visited were Peace Htvern Lesser
SLave Lake and l{ahpooskow, (!Tabasca). The latter
vi-Ilage at that time already 20 yeare old.

r!3t page 2 Frorn the bookrrThru the ]+lackenize Basintl by Charlee
I{alr.

ll4, pase

#5* ?a8e

/1"5, pase

'/F(:. page

if|. pase

#B' paso

#9. page

3 Fron the ttUvergreenfr Calling Lake Centennial Year
book lssue Volume VI - intorview by student.

5 As tol.d by a daughter -in- lawr Caroline Gaabler

6 From the Athabasea llcho lssue Auguet 16, 1955

5-6 From hie daughter*1n-1aw, stilt living now f),
also Athabasca Eeho clipplnge, and the Centennlal
ilvergreen Volume Vf.

7 fnformation I received frorn l"iay l,fcfntosh, the daughter
who 1lves at Calling Lake.

B From the trvergreen Yearh-ook and as totd by -JAKE sT,sLAs0l{

11 As told to rie by t'largaret Fiche Logan.



"{&E'I'II{G DIltCUSS"ttli CALLII\G LAIiI; liC}iUr,L Pitu,Bttrivi$
(From the ECIIO, April 17, 1953)

A neeting of the el"ectors of the Calling Lake Sehool district
held in C'al-1in6 Kake School wae called tb order by Divisional
trustee V. Wolanuk, A.Aloisio vras el"ected cheirman of the meeting
and E, Parr acted &s secretary. .

Ar6;unents pro and con for a site further scuth, furlher r.iorth
and on the present site were cresented anC after further discuseion,
it was mcved and seeonded that a c:ornmittee be set up to draw e nsp
of the sc,hool district showir:g ttre location of all fsniliee, r';ith
school age children or youn&er, and the maps and br{efs from the
different factions be asked t.o send to the Departnent of Bducation,
and that fhe Departaent be asked to choose the site. The deeision
of the Departnent wilL be eceepted as final.
Conmittee wil] consist of lt'lessrs. tiJalton, t'f,cPherson and Roe.
All nnotions in this: regard were carried unaninously.

S"tiTTl-ijillitirT AL CALLINC LAK&( Centennial Chronicle July 1967)
There were three nain native fanilr&,es1 Grandebois, Cardinals, and
Gamblers,

The first school was in a small store located on the Calling River"
The road to Galling Lake wes eut in 1917.
In 192C, Bentleys, Bowers, Tanasiuke and Clepiehes settled in the
orea, bringing with. them cattle and horges.
1921 saw the telephone line installed frorn Ath.abasca.

Lumber becane a major i-ndustr;r from 194C to 195C when Bissels and
Mikkelsons operated a mill in the a:rea.
Mink ranching was entered into in earnest in 1945. The three biggest
ranchers were ilill, Blanko and Murray.

Ellefson's mill was in operation fron^ 1955 until 1966 when he
sold to Federated Co-op. A Menr:orrite ehureh was built during this
tine.
Bayview Air Servriee of Slave Lake has a pLane stationed at Calling

Lake.
Ralph Crawford hasa fish plant (packing) and the catch of spring

and fall fishing aeason &re shripped Lhrough him.

To-day there ie a good gravelled road from Athabasca to Calling
Laken a fqr cry from. the trip by scov/ and overlar:d by wagon, prehaps
p,art of the way on foot.

Prehaps the greatest change v'ras brought about was when the
power l-ine was erected jn 1966.
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lWr. Coke

Mr. Ffiaelean

Mr. R.. I{iek

E-II. Read

F. Knight

Mrs. CIo Day

Mtr. A1 Gornan

Id1rs. /lstl"eXr

idr. iVleyere

ii[r. M. Senuk

Mrs. I. Craru'ford

Mis:e Pesseski

Mis,s Laskeweki

&Irs. FI.E. Silver

Mrs. Stins.tsan

MssS'A" Egrefond

Mrs" Stinsman
Mrs Kennedy(i{ar' to June)

Mrs. Grant

Mr,/ rVm.. Be e ston ( supervi sor )
i,liss ilelen Dorey( I' rr rr rr )
,lulr- Lfarehall.

Mrs, A. BenilBey

MF. F. Warren

fr{rs D,L- Wateon

Mrs .dstJ.ey

Idiss I llafziger
S[rs As.t]e;'

Sr, I-3
.c-6

Mrs Y. Brubaker Grrl-3
I,AKIi SCi{OOL

1958-59

r959-6C

1960 -61

1961-62

1962-63

1963-6{

r.964-65

L965-66

1966*67

Mr. R.Brubaker
Mrg"V.Brubaker
Miss O.Roskewieh
Mr" R.Brubaker

Miss J Eoder
lffs.T Shwaga
lllr.R" Brubaker

4-7
Gr. 1

z-4
5-8

Gr. L-2
3-5
6-g

oc
6-g

Miss J,Yoder Gr,1-2
i[rs* rt. Xiesow(SePt)3-5
Mrs, T. Shwaga
Ifir.R,Brubaker

L94l-42

42-45
1945-46

x946-47

I"9:47-48

1g4B-49

Lg49 -50

1950' -53

]-9,53 -54

L954 -56

19'56 -58'

I',[r.C Mazer( speeial elass
May and June) Gr. 10

eorrespondence
idiss J.Yoder Gr"l
Mrs f.Shwaga 2-6
Mrs. V. Brub6ker( Jsnr Feb )
Mr.R.Brubaker 4-S
Mr.If.Kornelson 7-10

Gr. 1I eoru.

Mis,s J.Yoder Gr. I
FIrs. T. Shwaga 2-3
Miss J. Ferguson({F) ?-q
Miss J. DJotleY 3-b
[r-H.Burkholder 6-9

Gr. 11 eorr.

Miss J" Yoder Gr. 1
Mrs.T. Shwaga U-3
Mrs. iillutch$rieh {-5
Iutr.H.Burkholder 6.9

Gr" 10 corr.

Miss J. Toder Gr' 1
Mrs.T. Shwaga 2
i{iss M.Rutherford 3-4
Miss ?.Morsn 5-6
Mr.H.Burkholder 7'9

Mis,s J.Yoder Gr.1
MrsnT. Shwaga 2-3
Mrs.E. Crow 3-4
Mr.R.Crow 5-6
il,{n.I{.Burkholder--* 6-9

Or. lC corr.
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School News

Kenneth ft.a1ton
GeofgeCrawford

School liews

The Girls Booster sewing club wilL put on a dence Feb' 24''

Everyone welc,one. ThiS. is s hard time cancer $o you hal better 
'

"ot*"in 
your old cl6rthes or be fined'

Doris GranCoi$ and Fred Lafferty are back in school,again.
Anne Peterson-i"-r"uisiant aOvieor tb the girLs s'etping elub'
Due to the raci-tiiat the wilder chiXdren may 9"plgg_thg radio,
it has been p"i i"- tft* teae[erage for. the tine being' Gra<le sev@nt
-iigtit and nine use the radio the nost anyway'

-rvFfr ssil?, L10vd s sue"gtr3il3xtgf3a"53t?*,*.[il33l gitHl"ifla rastSfiirf"ev lialton, ai,d Edith ;
;;;;:" T[;-d#i*"rin-[""*-io iurnish runch next time as thev were

atl about *tarved l;-death by tlie tine !h* iob was done'
;"ctr llod5;so" *""-o"i io "i*ii il;; school. H; said we had i"qlo::g.-

sinee last y*"", we hope t; improve Fong more before he 'omes a6a1n-

He expects to be back irext nonth with the dietriet ruFe€r

District lJews
There are orily about half a dozen.fishernen on the Lake now'

cas:ey smith puiru,i-Iris nets'-Iia iu-*ontine at the arnstrong Tvlirl'
Ingran 

"nfi-nuiptt-Crawfo*a 
poif*O theii nets out at feland Lake

and Ingre:r. returned home.
Tom l:,.rlcCollough and Don Brc'wn pulled the !r netg out and Don ie

busy buirding*fiirrt'^i.;;: T;;'*iefii-oowrr to see his sister, i',{rs

i"*iitt""n att.i 5ot oi:t some. srocd for:. hert
i{r Samuel"son and Gunner peierson have'quit fishing, also' L{re'

Se*"ufuo" is-in Ed'monton taking rcedical treatment'
King George ,-,Jr*[il;ao" s*I"i['-fi"*-s9itg to make & trip to Calling

River but got'a-sorfi back so the tiip.wae postponed.,,
Mr $ilver was up for a "[o"i 

i:-ne to see-thet all the fishernen
were within tire lirnit. fnrs $ifver isn't so well again ancl is in

Edmonton Taking treatments'
Mtrs c.R. u"V'ifi #;;#';"[orio"y in the city. she mav visit her

*f;:-*:*,T3il";:h+: gi:tlitl'31"$;,euer r,ake ea:ne up on I vieit so

the girls aff*w;rrt ,rp ho-ge.tip**ii fslbnd) .lohn was looki"ng for
;';";kJ-es tre "o.,rro""t 

find any he v;ent hcne, too.
tfr, lfleCollough went out ro"*a-silo"i r'oriony the first of t'ire nonth'



more from"Calling Lake Ror:ster" . . . ..D.ietrict News
l'{ns tafferty and Mrs Grandbois &re beclt st the Lake again.
AIIan {acPherson went into dthabasca to get his tonsils out. }Ie eut
a load of wood for the teacherage before he lvent.
Phil Morley made & couple of trips,into Calling Lake recenLltrr with

freigbt for the tradere at ufabasca"
Lily Eyford w&s, out hone for a couple of weeks on & holiday.
Mr Godel and Miss Freeborn were out to visit the distriet and the

sehool. i!{iss Faeeborn cane to check on the Girl's Booster Club and
give then soile ieleas.
i',ttr.no0geon and idr. Tod Richards were out to visit the s,ehool. slso.
irfrs Russel"r. if,rs. Mclntoeh's sister, is visiting at the rUcfntosh
hom.e.
E1sa and f+Iike Ro6ers have left the Lake until fishing inproves.
ivlrs '*lfalton waa qrlite siek with ptonaine poisor:ing.
The i.Jevs Years dance wae weLl attended, but not quite up to standard.
Pat. Arnault wee sick in bed uiith a coid and f1u. I"Ie is around again
now. i{rs:. drnaul-t hae been working at Mclatoshts.
A1etterofthankswas.receivedfromceorgeL{ebbforthemoney
sent, him by the people of the di"striet" George got a "swelI pair
of skie" with the money.

Editorial
'fJe who live in the north-d-a-ffiow very ruush about the s,oeial
services provided by our government, as :nost of these ere found in
the eity. One social- sevice from whieh this distriet will derive
benefit- is a dietric't nurs:e. There is a nurse in dthab&sca now,
and Mr. Hodgson plans to bring h.er to Calling.Lake in about a nonth.
The nurse wll-l nake arrange$ents for vaeeinat*ion, for snallpox and
this should be given serious eonsideration in view of the fact
that there has been several cases in the norhhern part of the
province." 

Good roads &re an important service to eny community. A little
more road wcrk woul.d benefit the Lake consi"derabl"e"

Free clinics ere found in eitiee vrhere one may have exani.nations
and Xrays. Also free adviee, i. some eases free treatment. There
sre free dental c'linie,s and aLl work is done under expert supervisicn,

Ken l'r"alton

uiORLD NE"'IS.

The Iiussians are thi"rty-five miles from Berlin. The Germans ore
busy throwing up trenches and plan to put up e stiff defense.

Seventeen people were trapped in a m.ine. in Cntario recently. liine
were ki]led and the fate' o'f the rest is: unknown.

The bill" to pay perrents five doll.ars a month for each ehild has
been passed.
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